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Hereas, 1n the *38th. Article of Religi 
C called, The Toirty Nine Articles of 
"Church of Bnghend; ) "tis faid, The Riches a 
Goods of Chriſtians are not common, as touching t 
Right, Title; and Poſſeſſmn of the ſame, as certa 
* Anabapriſts do falſly boaſt, We lodk uporr c 
> ſelves to declare, ( that if there we 
in the Laſt Age, in Germany, or. elſewhere, at 
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= we know nonecalled Anabaptifts in F. 
any whete elſe, who hold that abſ 
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of .zt, and verily believe, as *ris i 
md In he Article, That the Goods, Ric 
Fe Chriſtians, as touching 
mule Fi ſame are their own, 'as t 
Scripeure witnelles, As 5.4. Yet notwi 
mg we alſo believe aud teach; thar 
an ought -of ſuch things as he poſſeſſerh liber « 
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= 45.45 allo there afſerred. Having this 0 
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- Clear our ſelves and our Brethren,* from 
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Tore Articles” (-by reaſon ofa late A 
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the 'Members- of Chriſt Myſtical 
on Earth, thoſe” Spiritual Gites * 
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appointed by che Rules given to themihge 
: forcan benolkf6 Evil for the Churcllly,; 
now, to call any forth into Office, bu 
fuch who are qualified as God's Wordlj 
direas ; and now, as Chriſt hath mad 
this grant of, Power to the Church olfl 
chooling her own Officers for her Edifif, 
cation ; fo he hatch left Rules for hetlfe 
+ who, and howto choſe, as we ſaid bel 
| fore; So tkewiſe he has laid down thofely 
* ſpecial Duties of the Officers ii thee, 
hurch, who are to take the overſightles 
"Feed, Govein, Go in and our. betoref 
- thein. ets 20.77, 18. x, Per, 5. and dhe 
” 4." When the. Church has ' hadfe 
} a Tryal of the meetneſs and Nbilicies offer 
any Perſon, or Perſons, for this. worklhs 
and ſervice, they are by Eletion andige 
'Choite folemnly to fethim, or them abhy 
part,” by Prayer, and Laying on ole 
Hands. Acts 14.21, 22, 23. Atts 6. 
By which a new tclation ariſeth of ani 
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the Duties of /each [relation becomet © 
Jbunding upon them, according tothe 
Eaws. of Chrift: Ir isthe Paſtors Duty 
Snow to Watch, Feed; and Govern the 
"Sack, and to. give himſelf up ro- ey 
Wt is - che -Churches:Dri 7 to; ſubme? 
hemſclves to Him in the-Lordz'ts: 
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Heb. 1 3. 7. 17. How greatly then muſt | 
thoſe Churches be to blame, that tins. 
qeoncernedly Jive in che hegle@ oP 1o- 
ior t a Duty, ;upon whichithe B&ifia 
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upon . its Inftention'in-ireſpe&: bots 2 
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gmmber' of Believers may ' By 'mucuaÞ | 
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| ll theſe Statutes; "and (ay, Snrely thin 
great Naticn us a: wiſe 4nd under ftandinf® | 
Ferple. Who otherwiſe were the leattf® 
of all.'Naticns..- We ought wich fa! 
greater reaſon to' rake heed we deviateſW 
not from the-Laws of che Son of Godf 
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+ Thirdly , In: the -next place we 
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* we ſay ſeem tous to be one among 
the reit, viz. That bu Mind and Though 
- might not be diverted from bis Weork 2 
Earthly Things. , 
Foul And nit in reſt of bimſi | 
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en:be-nzver fo careful and nic 
 Tpedt in their Callings and Comme 
with Men, we find by daily expe 
ence how ſubjet they are to fall wh 
der the clamourPFof ſome ungodly akÞ; 
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y know the State of their Flock TL 
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\ . plyed, bat is involved in Debt, or ef 
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this is. not all;' For 4 
Fifthly, Accordmms tothe Law-and Lig bi 
Nature tbe Church #s obl:ged 10. provideſayy 
their Mimifters, as tothemarter of Equit 
andJuſtice ;and'from hencerhe;Apof 
argues the Point withthe Corinthia 
x Cor. 9; 5: &c. Who. pveth» ® Warſal* 
. "at any' time at by own” Charge'? We 
Planteth 's Vinejard; and" :eaterh' nat 
. "the Fruit thereof ?* Or who: Feederb i 
. Flotk, and eaterly not of the Milk 'of i 
+ . "Fleck, None that Littsan Army; 


"WM. k 4&4 


# 


Maintenance F (1, wa ed. Y 


2s that His Souldiers ſhould main” \ 
f tain themſelves without Pay Tre * 


{Miniſtry is 8 Spiritual Warlars: uN- 
# [2 zken at .the Command of Chrilt, 
4? anc W by the Call of the Church for the | 
nice of their Souls ; and *cs as ret 
"If Tnable that Miniſters ſhould receive,a * 
-Jlapply of outward things. from chew. 
8 that a Soldier ſhould receive Pas 
Þ From his Captain at the charge of th 
wLCommon-wealth , for whole. Good 
pF: be . Safety be- enters upon that Mili 
mary Employment, | Again the Aps 
W bij! argues the equitabkereſs of it tu, 
| Wt Ir » Shall a Man Flant @ Vineyard «rl 
as Ear of the Fruit thereof i The Preac!, 
wg the Goſpel is like a man planting; 
Vineyard ; _ the Church is COmparee 
FEreto in Script ture,. I/a. 5..1..2. Th 
nts are the Lords, but be ulerh M; 
, x Hands in the Planting of them, 
and none. planteth a Vincyard bur... 
_pectacian of ſome Fruit frorh thenc; 


XN his DIR to Þ 
: ). uph ir hip wa 


© 'Yhe" Copel Minifterr 
"Ain he doing his Work. 
'Chureh allo, Re ie: And a 
is compared to a Flock; And 
"who Feedeth. a Flock, either 7 
ally, or by his Servants, but h# eats 
or allowerth his Servant to tar of & 
"Milk 'of the Flock, which it is It 
| .VVork to keep and. feed? By theke 
© thice Inftances commonly. known t 
"Men, the Apoftle ſhewerh the 
+  Tonableneſs char the Miniſters of thay 
. "Goſpel ſhould be maintained by thi ' 
+ People to whom they Miniſter ; 4 
+. Plainly intimating char ir is inconſiſte _ 
- *withcommen Juſtice to deprive a mi 
- "of the Fruit of that Vineyard w y « 
L.. 
dy- 
C 
» 
= 
Y 
j 


4s ard manured by his ow 
# cog ſuch is the caſe t 
 Eween a Miniſter and bis People; ity 


| Hey diet wa Bk for chown, Foe Jul & 
| Firy that we ask for ther, but Full 
and Righe, which the very 


: I, learhfig 
þ Thrug ployed in youſ 


4 


- ; , : \ ""—_—=_ 
_ : \ - o WY = g 
— ” 
, » 7 s 4 


- they taks Care- to 1 
| for your Souls, -and Lrhtires 5 
therefore ſhould live u 
you oughe to ſee that-neither they, © 
their Families want Bread, nor a- 
y/ thing neceflary for. their Bodies 
lay, and fince they. Sow or 


$; ual Things, I: it a gre 7 tbiapif | 
2 reap we get cenial rr ? Have 
the Apoſtle ſhopld lay): 

from "ther; : 

of m ou? St. Pact is Carol 


qui 
' quo, a juſ mk for ſuch allow- 
8, yea that which s 
for there # == 
things Spiritual and thrups Car- 
: the former much exectling the latver 
| ther the ab - the advants | 


'Chri 


ECT i. 


© .36 ©. The Gaſpelr Miniflert 


ple-.chat which comparatively 15- b 
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Bp dd reecive i to Labawrers,yoc + 

Jid-reccive it fiem:yau, 
{Diftribute :it to- the N _ 

kely other paoy Miniſters who-ſerne 


—— whole. Poverty may 
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bries and Tempeations when he is 


me: For though a Covetous rn 


mper, worſe becomes a Miniſter 


- ", s T” 
< - 


mn in the VVorld (yet as the 
ly miſtake our: ſelves to: tharik' he 


wſtdiveſt himſelf ofthat dueAﬀeRion 1 


"The ; belt Amb f 


tohim who is poor ( and muſt. get 
his . Bread befor: he Ears it) wh 
thinks: he: can: Diſcharge - both the(ge# 
Duties well enough, tis to be- feared hl 
does never a one of them- as he oughl{ 
Moreover, *tis good for him to conf 
ſider the reaſon of that Law' of tow 
ever Blefled God, who hath-otherwil 
Ordained; | Yet let every- Servant olis'4 
Chriſt uſe-his own Freedom, and aan 
and do, as he thinks may moſt promo 
the Glory of God, and Good of that 
Church, . and the Increaſe thereof ; WF 
that he may give a good account afſ® 
_ himſelf in the Day of Chriſt. -- "* 
* .. Screnthly , The Lord:bath niot left m6 
. I argue thus only from general Principal 
* of Reaſon, and common Equity, but to pl 
| the Matter beyond diſpute ( as we han 
+ already ſhewed) hath fubjoyned HWf* 
 expre/s\Commuand. And may. nat 51 i4 jo 
next place," that Proviſion which God wi 
x eaſed to make for ' bis Mimiſttrs "in K 
* JFime ou Lew, bs of great uſe to ui 
 and- full of Inftrucion upon this ag 
count? , Nay, and. ought we not, WES 


L W% x LID 
as X w 7% 


l |  MaudMiaants Vindicdted. »_ 
4 FF 


hanider it, ith the Apoſtle argueth. x, 
(C#-9:2 3. for. a Goſpel Maintenance 
*m thence. Do ne . not know, that 
& which « Miniſter about Holy. things, 
<br; the Things - of . the Temple; arid 
ey y which ſows: at the Altar, are par- 
Joey 
ers with the Altar? It appears this 
@ Duty {till; and/ tho? the mode or 
nner of the Maintenance of he 
Miniſters -of God under the Law, was 
Sauice different to this under the Gol. 
yet the reaſon -and equitableneſs 
of the thing abides : Miniſters. were 
provided - for by: the Lord; io 
he has ordered they ſhould Live com- | 
tably now under the Goſpel. _ We - 
I'God did then no ſooner ſeparate 
4 Levites 'to the Service, of the 
SSabduary, but he by: Law -provided 2 
| their Subſiſtence : And though they ©? 
o + but one Tribe in 'Iwelye, yet 1 
& Tenth of the Increaſe of the whole - - 
who Was given to them, befdes the 
fiſt Froics and Offerings, and.diverſo 
tf - Advantages;-ſo that their, Loe 


anc - Portion tnight equa, yea-cx 
os _ that 


TH - mh 
H if Fe BAY 


ht: And yet we cannot be unſenſi- 
& of the' excellency of the Goſpel 

iſtry, above the Miniſtry, of - the 
WW; And what great Ble and _ : 


vHiledges upon many- Accounts ws 
fe above them ? Pempougmotknm 

| were enough to ſtir up all 

, Eh Chriſtians © leave their Dif- 
tings, and heartily with a cheerful 
d'be ready to contribute toward: 
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48 . -The'(3t LM Sifeps ©. 
ſhine: but if he be Poor; _ kit 
the thorny cares of this World, and th 
Church not adminiſtring ſo to him 
to put. him into a Capacity to anſj 
this r&quirement of. the Goſpel, whe 
will the fault and blame lie ? a 
fince he ought to be a patern of Haklly 
tality and Charity;z we argue, 'tisdouh 

6 leſs the indiſpenſible Duty of the Pe 
=. plcto, whom heAfiniſters,to be cong 
”  -ned.to the uttermoſt of their Abili 
* tomakehim capableof tying Proc 
this Grace, by the Exerciſe of ic as tht 
may be Occalion. 

Niathly, # alſo argue for this Dy 
from the Cenſuderation of the Honowr alt 
weſs of. it; when "155 faubfully di(chargelh 
it being ane of thoſe things, which : 
Hemeſt, Fault, Pre," Lovely, and of pita 

, there is both Nh and | T 
attends it, Phil.4. $. Firlt of all, H 
Can Men think youare the. People 

- profefs.your IE to.be,wiz. Such 
endeavgur; to; V alk Blamelekl | 

.obſerviug bi bk rdinapces | 
Commandrjens of Ts Lord ) 


whi 
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Swhilſt you negle& this fo plain and un- 
eniable. an Inſtitution, even fuch a 

that *ris expreſly ſaid, Ss God hath 

Idained it, &c. V Vhy are you ſo Zea- 
Jo tor ſome other Precepts and Re- 

Wis" here ? Doth not the fame God 
Who commandeth you to Repent, | to 

lieve, and'to be Baptizd, and to 

oye one another ; command you al- 
to Communicate to your Miniſters 
all good 'things? How is it then ? 

any can be fo partial inthe Law 

Jefus Chrift. 
$2; This will in 2 great meaſire de- 

wer you from that reproach of Co- 
Sevulneſs: What can any People 

& ſhould be the cauſe why Chriſti- 
hs ſhould ſuffer their Miniſters to 
pane what is neceſſary for them, when 
1689 thetnſelves are fo: full ? Unlels it 
i fom the Spirit 'of this World ; 
Yemuch is a Sin too offen laid at the 


vrs 'of the 'Profefſors of this Age : 
ld to God there was no cauſe or 
bund for it. 

v1! 


Y u | D J» Here- 
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 _ 3. Herebythe P will alſo rs | 
the Reputation and Honour of tha 
+ 7JMiniſtry, and ſkew their great cite 
of them, which well agrees with 
.Exhortation of the Apoſtle ; Le 1 
Elders. that Rule well be accounted with 
#hy of. double, Honcur, eſpecially they 
Labow in the Word and Dofirive, ih 
the Scripture ſaith, .Thou ſhalt not My 
the Mcuth of the , Oxe that treadeth 
the Cerm:; Fir the Labourer x worth 
bu Reward, 1 Tim. 1718, 
By double Honour here is 
. as fome conclade, - Reverence or |þ 
_nourable' Effeem for Chriſt's, S 
whoſe Ambaſladors they: are ſaid 
. be, and fo repreſent His Moſt £ 
Majeſty, all 
2: Maintenance. And *tis evi 
this 'cannot' be excluded in this p 
conſidering the Connextion of | 
\Words following ; for - the Scrif 
” * . faith, Thow ſhalt not muzzle the i 
that Treadeth out the, Corn, and 
Labourer # worthy of his Reward, 
Verſe, faith our Anmtetors, mak 
W. 


|: 
: 


That Maintenance: x part 


uwble Honour that u due to ſuch as 5 


rin the Word and Dodtrine. This 


z-muſt be granted it tends to the 


pur of Chriftt's Miniſters ; but *cis 


evident to all, that thoſe Perſons, let 
Wm be of what Perſwaſion ſoever, if 


ſhould leave their Miniſters to 


" E wide World to ſhift for them- 
RIvcsS, and though Poor, take no care 


em; inſtead of honouring of them, 


" would caſt a ſlight.and contempt 
an chem: and hence. *tis thar others 
| Wo: for their following of "ome 3 


ges, do lay them under great re- 
eh, which the Churches to whom 
by belong, if able, might and ous 

liver them. from. We are 

&d there are ſome rich Mem 
oft Congregations; that | would 
Findiire chat-any of their near Re- 
$/ſhould fall under fach, or. the 


i 
» ? 
+ 


> Circumſtances, or be expoſed to - 


— ey Ts becauſe of the 
Jus = it would hey to 
7 aving ace 
Wa 


ea \Þ 
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; Wealthy and Great in the World, an 
' able to do conſiderable for ſuch neilue 
Kindred, or elſe all would ſay the 
have no favour nor eſteem for thenkkef 
And-ſhall-Men ſhew. greater favoihi 
and reſpect to their Carnal Relation. 
than - to' Chriſt's Ambaſladors ? 'Tilply 
ſurely ought not to be. Tn 
Tembly, Further to Evince t er 
great Duty, -1t -2y»ay not be amiſs to 
ſider of other great Inconveniences that 
fellow the weglet# of it. There are fo 
Miniſters-in'the Churches who 'welllfe 
brought up to- Learning» and who al 
utterly 'uncapable to follow  Seculil 
Trades aud” Callings: :now if Pre 
fion be -not made for theſe 
What will become of'them ? lc 
it poſlible-- they and. their. Fam 
ould Live 2 Beſides; What-Inc 
ragement'is here givers to others 
' are Young, ' whom-God :hath Gra 
' ouſly.indowed with confiderable Gi 
and are willing to give up them 
| to the Miniſtry? And for their-t 
«Accompliſhment endeavour ajceri 
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pwledg of the Tongues, ,&c which 
we all. confeſs is very: good and ſer- 
zeable, though not ot abſolute -ne- 
effity in a Miniſter: Who will apply 
wnſelf (we ſay) to gather, and lay 
thoſe ſtores of ſolid Learning, 
Such iofr-times in the Defence of the 
With againſt Oppoſers, has been found 
ery profitable, when he can ex 
ning but Poverty and Diltreſfs 
greby: Nay furthermore, may not 
negle& quite ' deter. any Godly 
ung Men to . exerciſe their Gifts, 
xder to ferve the Churches in after 


mes, when Death ſhall call away 
Labourers the Churches have 


# amongſt them, ſiould they ſeg 
preſent Miniſtry lighted, and 
provided for :, Or what £79008 


þwe.to expect a Blefling by. the 
widence, of God; to attend; the 
reches in reſpe& of an Able and 

jourable Miniſtry. in time to come, * 
h His great Ordinance is ſlighted 
negleqed,., which He in Wildom 
Oxrgained tor an Encouragemeng 
x D 3 upon 
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ET very account. In his « 


ay we may look for a Blefling, bi 


not out of it. 
Nay to be plain with you, 


( 


not ſome in a few Years laſt paſt ſeth 


to their great trouble and grief, h 


this neglet and ommiffon of Dutt 


hath laid ( divers hopeful young 
who were induced with excellent Gi 


for the Miniſtry) under great Ten 
tations, even fo far as to refuſe utte 


the exercife of their Gifts to the Proliion 


and Edlification of the Churches; k 
in proceſs of time they ſhonld be @ 
led forth to a Paſtoral Charge, a 


thereby be expoſed to Snares and Mk n 


verty in the World ; as perhaps ot 
poor Miniſters and Paſtors have be 
and maybe daily ftill are; eſpeci 
they coufidering and laying 'toHea 


the Care and' Charge their Parent: 


have been at with them, in purtil 
them forth to good Trades and Cl 
tings, whereby they knew with 

Blefling of God they 'mighe-( if t 
gave themſelves tp with-a due-and 
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fry Diligence aud Indiftry to fol- 
ow thoſe Trades) live well in the 
orld, and ſufficiently provide for 
amſcives (and their Wives and 
aShildren, if they ſaw good to Marry) 
Wafrer-rimes ? And by this very means 
p Churches ( may be to their great 
and detriment) have been depri- 
t'of theſe great helps which a faith- 
diſcharge of Duty to the preſent 
wſtry, may prevent for time to 
> Alfo, do we not fee at this 
7 time what a ſad paſs ſome-Con- 
ations are come to already, for 
it of uſeful helps in the Miniſtry, 
bh in City and Country ; ſome Pa- 
bs (ny many of them) being grown 
ty Ancient, and almoſt become un- 
miceable, and not like to continue 
bs : And though ther Harvett is great, 
=O! how few are the Labourers a- 
meſt us, and fewer they are like to 
L1f care be not taken in the -dif- * 
ge of this indiſpenfible Duty to 
preſent Miniftry: Nor is it a 
thing that Godly Men ſhould 
D 3 tall 


\ 


' fall under ſuch a Temptation whigh 
we before mentioned, conſidering the 
great Evil and negle& of Duty hereinky 
Since we find of Old in the Holy Scriyhhas1 


ture the very ſame Snare and Temp 

tion many of the Prieſts and Minilteglhe 
of the Lord fell under. Pray read and 
carefully conſider Nebemiab I 3- 8, otfar 
eſpecially the 10 Verſe. nd I pv 
cerved that the Portions of the Levil 
had not been given them ; For the Levit 
and the Singers that did the Work, wa 
Fled every one to his Field. Now 4 
evident that through the like Evil andſeal 
Negle& of the People to the Levit tits 
and Miniſters of God, in not givinglly 
them that due allowanee or maintel: 
nance God had Ordained for them 
they left their work and ſervice evenly 
one of them, and betook themſclval 
to ſecular Employments, wiz. to laboulyh 
In'the Fields and manure their Bo 
. or gather in their Corn, which al 
cording to the Law others were to 


for them. Nor did good Nehemiab{ 
we. can. find) reprove or blame the 
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v for ſo doing: Nor indeed, what 
fon was there be ſhould? conſider- 
oz //tiz/a Moral Duty for-exery Man .- 7 
My provide for himſelf and Family z * 
Sand he that does not do it, the NIE | 
thews « worſe than an Inf: lel, and bath 
ſ ed the Faith, But he contended 
Marply with the People, eſpecially 
which che Rulers; laying; Why: « the 
llhs/e of | God: forſaken 2; Thar is, the - 
w xk of the Houſe of the: Lord: 244; 
| ap50 them together and ſet thenrin.: 
lace. verſe 11.: They had not 
y injured-the Levites, as our Ann 
ers obſerve upon the-place;/in wich=: - 
loldi ling their Dues, but_alſo occaſion- 
Ts thc negle& of G.O D's Houſe and. 
Wgvice, &c-. And be gathered them to- 
Wher: That is, fay they, from their 
ral Poſeſlions | in:the Country, in 
Cc money were diſperſed, and re- 
I-them to the Exerciſe of their 
ice. And : Then, faith. the Text,” 
gbt ol Judah the Tithe of the Corn, 
Ws the new Wine, . and the Ol unto the 
wſuries, - Verſe 12. Ee cannot 


D 5 flight- I 


Fa 
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- Nightly paſs by this matter, for the Evil 
and Danger of the Sin of the Churchg 
upon 'this- account, doth as- palpably{g.” 
appear in this Caſe, as in ahy-we have}; 
* mentioned. ' How can- we expe it 
ordinary way to have an Able Mini}; 
raiſed up; or thoſe who are nowſy,, 
imployed in the Work of the Goſpdy, 
Carry en that Work, to the Honour of; 
GOD, Comfort-of His People, and, 
| to the Credit of our Sacred ReligionJ;., 
* if a Goſpel Incouragement be notfig.. 
—_ them? True, we may perhapifſs; 
* Have Preachers; ſome may be willingly | 
to. Exerciſe their Gifts, but is it fitlag. 
think you, to call fuch ro Preach pub, 
lickly, who have ſcarcely one Hounfſg: 
time. to prepare themſclres for thay, 
Work; or may be have not meet andy 
oper Indowmenes or Qualification}, 
Be that Holy: and/ Sublime Service 
What is it, (Judge you) that cauſes they 
Miniſtry to be lighted: and negleaaty 
in ſome places, but rhe. want of ſuf 
a. Miniftry that may. honourably carry 
i en; And who ſhall we blamejy 


' 
+ 


: 
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What would you have poor men-to...? 
"Ido, that have ( may be) no time to. 
FIhare to give themſelves up to the Stu- 
"Idy of the Scriptures, .nor n» uſefi 
hooks and proper helps to improve and 
"Jalliſt chem in their Study: or if they 

have, yet their Laney lea in the 
1 World will not afford them ſo much; 
ifure from their worldly Buſineſs, to, 
FIrzad and meditate upon the Word, fo- 1 
"Is well to digeſt what they have to de-- 4 
Iver to the People. Come, think and; 
Yay what you pleaſe; 'ris not without, 
ISdligent and continued Study, that the, 
ep things of God. can be ſearched 7 
, and ſo propoſed, a3 to'inrich the; ? 
ds of people with clear and folid.. : 
[ zowledge : He that is not indowed, 
Juith the clear Light and Underſtand-- 
Miazof Divice Truths, or the myſtery; 
Bat the Goſpel himſelf, How. can; he: : 
g88ed. others. as they ought to be Fed. 
ith the Knowledg of thoſe Sublime 
"Id Soul-inriching Myferies? A little: 
Tiknowledg and Shady 'ris:trus (as. one: 
*ISkves) may furgiſh a man with. 


» 


SB. 
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Efuch a Diſcourſe, as may pleaſe ſomeut fr 
- weak Chriſhans that Judg of a Sermon F<, { 
t by the loudneſs of the Voice and af-Jaith 
© fe&tionate Sentences, or can fancyÞi6h 
themſclves to be Fed with good Do-Þ 
# &rine, when perhaps 'tis but with ctheÞ#1 
Aſhes of Jingling Words and cadency het 
of Terms. But alas! (faith he) theſes 
© ſeeming warmth of Aﬀe&ion that igÞitm 
' ſtirred up by fuck means, is as ſhortÞnc 
-Livd as a'Land Flood that hath no | 
Spring wo Fecd it. He that will doun ; 
\ Souls of his. people good, and ap-t 
prove himſelf a Paſtor after God's nc 
own Heart, Tit endeavour to Feed ie ( 
them _ _w Ly Under-Wed; 
+ ftanding, that the people may learn'Þry 
and come-to andelfinnt thoſe things "54 
which were hid, and nor opened or &C 
known tothem before; ard ſo ſtrivefwn 
| to maintain a conftant Zeal and Af Jahr 
| fecon-in them; by well informing |, 
' their Judgments,/ang' fuch an opening Jas 
of the 'mind'of 'God: from the Scrip” JW 
tures, as may command their Conſci-'Jitk 
| enicys. And this is notto wh | 


31 
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+ut from him that Labours in his Stu- 
189, as well as in the Pulpit: Buc 


"Kaith he) miſtakg me not; we know 


he ſucceſs and fruit of all Studies and © 


tbours of men that preach the Goſ- 
Fel, is trom the Grace and Power of 
The Holy Ghoſt, but the afliſtance of 
he Spirit is to be expected by the uſe 
Sfmeans, and in the way of our Duty. 
nd now from the whole, this is that 
Fe lay, 'Tis not to be thought men 
gn arrive to that degree of Light and 
Fnowledg in the deep things of God, 
md myſtery of Chriſt, fo as to preach 
t Goſpel as they ought, unlels they 
Kedicate and give themfielves up by 
Frazer and Meditation to the dilligent 
earch and Study of. the Word of, 
GC D, which cannot be done unleſs. 
me time be ſpent, which divers men 
Ennot ſpare without a due Allowance | 
er cheir pains and loſs of time, And. 
ths we ſay too, nothing leſs nor more-, 
ta What God has Ordained and dis: 
ialy Appointed in this Mazzer in the 
y New 


'* 9 
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New Teſtament, as we have ſufficientlyſe** 
proved : Bur to proceed, " 
Eleventhly, The great Duty of th** 
Pecple 10 contribute towards the publichif** 
Worſhip of God, and the Miniſtry may { 
further demonſtrated. and the Evil ani 
Sin in their negle& of it evinc d, from thi 
Confideration of that ſhary reproof, and (** 
vere Tudgments of God, brourht againf, It. 

and denounced wpon the People of OWNS n 
upon this very account, ſo Malt 
| oo Will a Man rob Ged? Te fe 

e robbed me: The evil of this PeosF 
le lay in this, z. e. In that they did not 
+ faithfully bring into his Houſe all thoſeſ® 

Riches and good Things,.which by the 
| Taw and Requirement of God they . 

" onght to have done, for the carrying” 
* onand management of the Service off 
the Temple, and publick V Vorſhip of 
God ; they through Covetouſnels, « 
a'baſe Carnal” and Sclf-ſceking Spirit! 
| did retain' and keep back part of cheſe i 
| Tythes and” Offerings for their own 
| Uſe, or to'inrich” chemſolves, and did} 

notyicld them up to the Uls and End _ 
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I had appointed them: And:this the 
wple might do, 5.e. rob God, viz. 
wwith-holding from the Priefts of the 
wd what was appointed or. ordained - 

bor them: And alſo this the Pricits 

might do, whilſt they took too much,  * 

Sand 'more than what was their due Al- 

, 4 ance, or take the V V ages, and not 
the V Vork which was appointed 
br them. However, to keep back; or 

part, of the whole, of whatGod 

by ordained and commanded to be 

brought into his Houſe, for the carrying 

n, and well Management of his 
« VVorſhip, The Lord calls it 6 
of bins? And certainly God 

ath as: great Gare, and has mwads as 

Stonourable Proviſion for' the. Goſpel 

hurch, and his V Vorſhip and Intereſt 

ww, under this Diſpenſatian, as he- 
Fthen; and has appointed or ordain- 
&tbar his People bring into his Houſe: 
fo that nothing may be wanti ing: 
F the Honourabls management 
frying' on the VVork of | of the Golpel, 


pho Admniftration therefore, in w_ | 


{ \ 


| 
1} 
1 | 
[ 
j 
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Reſpe&t : Nor can this be done with:hen 

- out Charge; And if the Lords Peo-Jithe 

" ple ſhall fo ſeek their awn Things, az #1 

not to concern themſelves for the Inte ths 

; reft of Chriſt, but retain, or throughj#® 

© Covetouſneſs, keep back that which hi 

© Church, V Vorſhip, -and publick Ints 
reſts calls for, and by which means, hai 
bleſſed Intereſt ſhould ſink and languilyk 

" in cheir Hands, who were incruſtedhal 

- With it; | certainly, they will be, and 

* areJooked ons great robbers of Godt 
now, as thoſe were then, of whom the 

Prophet ſpeaks. 

> . Would coGod this were confſiderog 


and 


Ser 


quity (fo the Annotaiors ) will you go 


Al 
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:egtin your Sin, whilſt you are under. 
the Judgment and Curſe of your God? 
ing ye all the Tithes into my Store-bouſe, 
there may be Meat in mine Houſe, and | 
wwe we now herewith, ſaith the Lord of 
Shs; If I will not open the Windows of * 
, and pour you out a Bleſſmg that | 
| e not room enough to recerve it, verſ. 
Sh. (Though we do not fay ) God: . 
tath brought the like curſe now ; -yet+ 2 
fear the Lords People in England, 
h in City and Country, are-under. 
uſt Rebuke in retaining that from:Gad, 
the Uſe of his Publick Worſhip, 
aF&rvice and Miniſtry, which he Re- 
{I quires and Commands them to bring in, 
thand lay up in his Spiritual Houſe ;- and 
it 15 he is provoked, and ſeems 
to bring a blaſt inſtead of a bletling up- 
bus; we fear we have Cauſe to fay, 
Hand cry out with our Apolile, Al ſeek 
” 01, and none the things that are Fe- 
« Chriſts,Phil. 2.21. Do you think the 
SSrvice of Gods Houſe can be carryed 
. 1h without any Charge, or is God leſs 
; EQreful of his Church and Miniſtry mn | 
gr 


i 


> 
, 
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; der the Goſpel, than he was under the} 
Law. The firſt Church that was plants 
- edafterthe Afcention of Chriſt, wereJv 
| fo Zzalous and Piouſly inclined to thefane 
Service of the Goſpel, that they ſcem-Jare 
| edtogive upall they had for the pub*Jyuuc 
© lick Inrereſt of Chrift, and fold cheirg 
+ Pofleflions, which thing you are nails 
| required to-do you may keep your 
owa Propriety in your Goods, LandJh 
1 => my rye, neverthele@Jt 
1 you to our ways, anlf 
abr occks Lanaralt of Cit and 'F 
| Goſpel to fink under your Hands: 
you dwell im your Ceiled Houſes, and la 
| the Houſe, i.e, Toe Lord's Houje lye waſti' 
Eſpecially, conſidering *cis the Lord 
Time, we are verily per{waded nyW 
'. which he is a going about to build it, I 
and add to the glory of it; What prodff® 
have. you given, O ye Chriſtians and} 
| Members of the Churches). that you rat 
love Jeſus Chriſt more than Father of 
Mother, : yea, more than Son and 
| Daughter? Which if you do nor, our 
* Saviour ſaith ye are not worthy of ” | 


hs , 


, 2 3, ths; - Py « LIP — : WS __ we 
s LI 4 . x, "VS " : 
1in F ted a 
e 4 C 4 . . | 


lad what Demonſtration can we fee6f 


« Jthis thing, whilft you thus purſue the 
: md. and indeavour to lay up, nay, 
I daily do part with fo many Hun- - 

ded of Pounds, to fuch a Son, and to: * 

h a Daughrer;  andyet cant ſpare 


Twentieth Part thereof for Chriſt: © 
urch and -Publick Miniſtry? Our 2? 


_ and prieve to ſec what an 
= ly andCovetous Spirit is got into/ 
TProdelſors of this Age, wb? that : 
Zeal is much gone; for-the Truthy - 
I feryent Love to Chriſt, which was 
* ee amongſt thoſe'who were his Peo- | 
4k ; does it not appear fo? Whilft 
ane of the Charches ſeem to be con- 
' tnted with any, nay, the meaneſt 
n Gif t5 that are amongſt them, provided | 
hey can | have them wichour any 
4.3 Coatthes than-they will ſeek out; 1 
(and indearour for an Able and Hono- ? 
u [able Miniſtry ,becauſe of that great ex- 
cence and coſt they fear then they ſhall 
] : As alſo,whilſt Careleſs and mind 
r wr. what want of Faitliful | Labou- | 
| Wuthere may be abroad in other Pla- + 
OD | C&S .. 
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 - Ces and- Churches, 'fo- that they: are 

}. provided themſelyes: | As likewiſe, do of 

- notgiye proper and meetIncouragment tre 
for ' the raiſing up, and-contituing of $00 

- an Able Miniſtry for the timeito come jt 
Theſe things are : Lamentable. andI8# 

- great ground of Mourning and. bitter 

- Tears:; Know ye therefore this, | and 

| believe it, that God is offended, andff 

* may juſtly blaſt you in yourTrades and 

+ Worldly Subſtance, if he hath not a-JG 

. ready, becauſe you do not lay this Eyil | @® 

* toHeart ; and that which you chink'ye 


' fave this way, IONS a blaſt upe 
while 


© all you have; - a you look far 
* much, ye may carry in little, and that 
which you do gain and bring home; [ 
| may be put into a Bag with Holes, Hag) [6 
1 6. pray Read the:6.-wv. 7 prlie df 
much, and lo it came to little; and wh i 
ye brought it. bome, 1 did blow upon it 
Why, asth the Lord of Hoſts ? Becauſe of 
' xpine Houſe that « waſte, and ye run eve) | 
| Man to bu own Houſe. Many Perſons 
+ we have amonglt us, meet daily with I 
| great Diſappointments, . Lofles, and 
% mank 


minifold —_— diverſe manner +: 
of: ways, and wonder at it, mb ' 
troubled” at the Thoughts ; but we fear 
do nor lay to Heart, nor conſider from 
+ {whence ir is, nor the chief Cauſe there- © * 
{I&f; which pofibly may be, becauſe + 
x you bavenot diſcharged your Duty to 
lt, for the promocing of hisbleſſed 
el, and Intereſt in the World ; but 
fave ſhewed much more Love to, 'and 
- | Gare of your own Houſes, and Con- 
Eras than for the Houle 2nd Church 
$6 God: : God may ſay of you, Oye / 
f flo! you have toiled and been” } 
Sgreat Coſt and Labour ; and have: 
ted, hoped, and promiſed. your 3 
Ft es P great Increaſe; but.you ha | 
arly diſcerned, and —_ ſenſible -* 
iranſwered not —Y ; 
auch of ic-dwindled into very litde; : 
; [you were looſers, and went backw backwankd 
which you have nat regarded.nar” 
[* to. Heart ; but have let my- Houle - 
Was it Wy ao by out was t00 | 
oye: eqns 5 tQ, Bulldizes, to Allow 


Buildings, to 


"Ra, 3 fit” Meniſtare = EF 
and Seaucifictionn Aoeitityea lat 
to provide Sumptuous Proviſion a 
Apparel for your Selves, and for yet 
- Sons, and Daughters: Nay, have idl 
ly and in ſupe: fluities expendeo much 
 Treafſure.cogratifie your Luſt, and ye 
| have let my poor Children and Fair pie 
” fll Miniſters want ſuch things thati 
- Neceflary for them, and not been-cc oy: 
cerned to encourage an able and pain 
ful Miniſtry, that 'the periſhing-Se uhſte 
J /of Sinners up and down in the Nation 
4 
[ 
4 
; 
T 
of 
; 
: 
6 


we 
-.4 
Ko 
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. might havet Bread of Life ; ;andfra 

© thence is- 'tthat your Tradts Fail, 2 

| be our Labours bring in bur little mcre: 
t if once you reform your doir 

and ſhew your Zeal for the Goſj 

and Love-to me, and ad as becom 


*x 


 profefling my -Name; 3 
Sor poriere nct be loſers oy 
'S open the Window: of - He 
| — and pour you ous « blſing, that there 
: Une be room enough ro retevve it © i] 
- *Niith he, Prove: we now if 1do-n0t-d 
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ty herein, and Mitelerend | 
romiſed on the other hand, * 
great A tto provoke 5 
2 ton Faichful iſcharge of thoſs-- 

ighrions that lye upon you: m'this 
f, If you bare a LTefire to be * 
le tin your Bodies, Sonls, and Eſtates, 
$ Care of God's Houts, and bring 
your Stores, that there may bePro- 
dn for his Poor, and for his Mini- 

But if = 'negle& this Duty, 
d perſuc the World, and prefer your © 
—_— and Things above thoſe ? 
Things of God and his Goſpel, 
i may look for a blaſt. 

{Twelfthly; Confider the Zeal of the 
when of Old, and that of the Antichri- 
Party of latter Times ; the former * 
d no! nor Pains'to we ; 
"7 arniſh their Idol jake an | 
p, the Bog, 8c. Iſs. 46: They ws 
by handtuls as 1t were, _ | 
Id it, :as ſome conceive, not matter- 
what Coſt or Charge they were at; 
it was for the Adorning'of their _ 


ihe: RIS 2d. oor | 
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with Gold, and cafteth Silver Chains, ] 


A to. He « (faith the Prophet) 


fupoveriſh'd that be bath no Oblation, 


Gros go can hardly procure Money fuf s 
- ent'to. buy the meaneſt Sacrifice { 
* . hisGads; he's ſoZealous for his Ide 
that he will one way or another fit 


Money to procure the choiceſt Ma 
rials, faith the Annotators, and gett 
help of the beſt Artilt to make i it, C 
Did they ſhew ſuchZcal for, and Le 
to them: who were no Gods: A 


ſhall not ſuch be aſhamed and blult 


. who have been fo niggerly and 1 oo 
to help on the Service and W 
the'True and Living God? They w 

-. have the beſt Artiſt, and moſt Cu 
»Warkinen to do their Buſineſs, thot 
they -imporeriſhed themſelves ; - 

\ ſome of you, we fear, can be content 
- with wery wnskiiful Aden, to carry' 


the Work of the God of Heaven, 
.ther than be at the Charge to dilith 
- bute of your Treaſure for the. beth 


- Improvement of them whicly you 


 "'Ploy,or to progure ſuch who you ha 


of 
: 

” 

, 


ed : 


I. an ag: your it Grabs and as for 
we Pept, you cannot be. Ignorant + 
hat vaſt Treafurethey have from time 
p. time- freely beſtowed on their 
urch; and large Revenues appointed 
| their Prieſts, &c. and have. they 
tcommonly when they come to dyes. ' 
ides all this, left large Legacies for 
| ritual Uſes, as they call them, ny 
-to carry on their filthy Idols 
thow little haſt -chou, 9 Ptofe 
ted with to this day, for the aphold- 
'the Church of God, and carrying 
the Miniſtration of the Goſpetof Je- 
(Chriſt-? Thou haſt not ſhewed 
t Zeal for the True God, which 
ne bave ſhewed for a Falſe One.: 
| T-ifiar, Care of, and Love, to the 
Worſhip of God, which others 
e ſhewed "for Idolatry-: May not 
þ Carnal and Ancichriſtian Hea- 
| 8 ONE Day riſe up in Judgmeart a- 
.' But may be you will +8. and 
: us 0 uk der the P ae [s 
of E oiew- +. | 


| - plentifully. becauſe they think to merit Hea-| - 
'. venithereby. © 
L-. Aſus Wharthen? Willnot you dell 
' as much for the Honour of God, andllf 
to promote his Intersſt in the'V Vorld 
as thou 'wilt 'do for the Salvation « 
* thine own Soul ? If thon haſt Etergy 
» Lift meerly of Grace, or through th 
Favour and Mercy-of God;- and Mg 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt 2? How! much 
” more ſhould this lay thee under an'C 
- ligation to be Bountiful and Liberal 
eo further and carry on, and promotl 
che Golpel; and the Glory of God nl 
the VVorld? or have you a mind tl 
betray your own Sincefity 2 Dorbt-ne 
| Grace teach you berter Doctrine, eve 
E to prefer the Honour- of God, aboy 
whatibever is dear to you on Earth. "i 
"*Fhirteenthly, This will render you f 
Miniſters inexcnufable, if they do nat 
. faithfully OT LIE "4s Ms 
b. ReſpeR, -to God and his People 
E MA rk "when you diſcharge. yout 
| , Duties to them, according tothe La 


” Maintenance Vindicated. 95 
of Chriſt, and Rule of Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs: What will they have : 
to fay, to excuſe their Remilſsneſs and: / 
SOmiflions in a painful ſtudying Medi- 
Sion, and preaching the V Vord, and 
i viſicing the Flock, when you have 
teed them from all manner of worldly 
ares and Incumbrances, and comfor- 
ly provided for them all. good 
ngs? But on the contrary, .if they 
ame forth unprepared, and feed- you 
Seth Food that hath little Soul Nouriſh- 
min ic; How can you blame-them ? 
Wu they never go about allthe Year 
know the State of the Flock as their 
Ity is, have they not a ready Anſwer 
[Excuſe ? 5, e. V Vhat ſhall become 
Sonar poor Families? V Vhat canyou 
WT to them ? Can you excuſe them 
lb indiſpeaſible Duties? _ And ſay 
will be contented with what Ser- 
you are able to do, and all to _ 
{your Purſes: the Lord open your 
xrſtandings, and ſhew you the 
t Evil there is in this neglet, in 
towplying og 9 VVill of God, 
” 2 1 ' 


Z l 
i 
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76 The Goſpel Miniſters | 
in communicating all good Things tals. 
chem, who Preach the Goſpel to you, 
And is it not from hence there is ſuchal; 
complaint'in ſome parts of the Cours. 
try, for want of the ſaving Food If 
God's Word? We'hear daily whatal© 
vaſt blefling thoſe Elders and Miniſter... 
are of to the People whereabouts they 
live, who are provided for by th 
Churches, 'over what others be wt 
© are not taken off of their ſecular AST 
- fairs, "being not maintained by thee: 
" People ; ' one Miniſter may do mon 
than ſeveral fuch do or can alk; 
Beſides, when once you come to acql 
your ſelves, as good Chriſtians oug 
in this Caſe; with what Comfort m 
you be able to give up your Accoul 
with Joy and mu 


ro Chrift* An 
Gout Peacetye down,. not only in you 
Beds; bur alſo in your Grayes, whi 
you came to Dye." | 


Py 
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Motrues to preſs the Duty 
=. of the Miniſter Mains 
4 tenance, with an Anſwer - 

MF to other Objefions . 


Onfider well, and” remembers 

k that your Paſtors are the Mi- 
ters; nay, the Ambaſſadours of Je- 
Chriſt; * fuch who repreſent his Sa- 

| Majeſty, and have his Com- 

kl for what they at and do in 
| Tic and diſpenee the Myſteries 
d | to you, according to their Du- 
> therefore the Lord Jeſus will ac- 
@unt that done to Himſclt, which is 
done to his Afinilters: He that recerverh 

$i ( laith he / recerveth me, and he tha:." 
| Upſerh you, deſpiſeth me, Mat. to. 40, 
} h #10. 16. If the Name and Avtho- 
Wot Chriſt will beger an aw in you, 


«& OZ P 


"2% The Goſpel Miniſters 
or his Aatchleſs and Unſpeakable Loy 
' Influence your Souls; there is no doubl'n 
but his word. will abide upen you, andil'th 
cauſe you to diicharge the Duty. \ 
have preſſed upory your Spirits. If yt 
acknowledge a Religious Reſpect andfj 
Reverence tue to the Son ef God, ex 
erciſe it in a humble Obedience. to lilfer 
| - word ;_and if you Love him and value 
his Goſpel, treat not his Miniſters in a© 
; unworthy manner: Have you nal 
- called them off from other Buſinek!ws 
And are they not your Servanes?. Abita 
3s not+ from thence a Goſpel Maint 
”- nance dug to them from you, as is the 
wapes of your other Servants ? | 

we fear ſome give more to the meanellif 
* Servants in Feir Houſe, than' the 
co give to the Miniſters of Chriſt. 

2. 'Tis evident, they have a g 
Charge committed to their Truſt, tay 
watch for your Souls, as they who m 
give an account, Heb. 173. t7. And theit: 
tore you ought to conſider them, and 
pity them, and endeavour to a 


them, and put them into the beſt Ca 
pac J 


(fx 
key 
; 


pot 
oy 


< 

— 
| | 
' 
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city | You are able to do, that they _ 
| m ' F make full proof of cheir. Mini- 
and be free from the Blood of. ' all 
3s s . tis che: Bufineſs of . your, own 
boy bation, and concern of your pre- 
and immorcal Souls, that your 
[a niſters are imployed in ; and there- 
tis much more your own Intereſt 
n his, and from hence ought to make 
* nce of your Duty ; for if | 
Rin't give their account with Foy, that 
« {4 race fer you: And how 
SZn-chey give an acccount of Joy con- 2 
cer g yon, when you have negle&t- 
! fonegreat and indilpenſible Duty, by 
Which means they were cendred una- 
ge co perform their VVork, as be- 
Yme- them 2 Nor can indeed the 
Yi ever. be cfftetual to your 
Souls, if you be not lincere in Obedi- 
[KS under it : Beſides, as one obſerves, 
mill you be leſs Caretul for your Souls, 
L cheir Ecernal wellfare, than for 
ir Bodies, and the Comtorts or a 
emporal Life ? Can you be content 
Hay our your Strepgth and Subltance. 
th | E 4+ : teh | 


» | 
( 
| 
"x 
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to provide for theſe, and negle& thef 
other 7 Is it not fad, | faith one to cont 
ſider: Hew many there are among Prof 

: feſfors, that Ive mthu World, as if mud | 
were 10 Truth in the of that which] 

, dogs abt boos the meaneft eſteem i 


means of Salvation? 
VIZ. to, and ner of Chrif, be 
and a Goſpel' Miniſtry ; ſome can expel | 
perhaps an bundred Pounds per Annuml jo 
» more or lefs, for Ornaments or Delight 
to Adorn a frail Carcaſe,, but will gruds 
- Pra whe ors or to this 
wpport the W the- Go 
- and by om By s Mole | 
| br 6 Conſider how many Temptatiors A 
l Soul diſcouraging V Veakneſls 85 
your Miniſters lye under- continually; 
h from within and without, if ſens 


ſible of the greatneſs of- their. VVork 
and of - their own inſufficiency : Ys 
* know not their Fears, their” Ca | 
"their Tears, and how hard they are 75 
to it to keep up in their V Vork, fd Lu 
fach ſlirong Oppoſitions made ag { 8 
them by:t the Enemy, co | 


—— Vinditated 3St 
it you had needto Strengthen, Com- 
\ and Incourage them, as much as 
can; and not to add to their Sor- 
| , and make them ſerve you in 
ts and neceſlities, 
#2. We might tell you alſo what 
| ts Aroſtlc ſays in reſpe& of his Li- | 
as a Minifter, in forbearing to 
ork at all: Will any of you ſay 
[16 ir Miniſters rauft labour and pro- 
e for themſelves, when God hath: 
dained the contrary; and alſo 
the Apoſtle ſaith, he had-pow- 
&to forbear Working? See 1 Cor. 9 
» Or 1 only and Barnabas, Have we 
| to forbear Working ? Ie cer 
ly (as well as the reit of Chriſt's 
In) if we will run out to the ut-, 
WW end of the Line of Our Liberty in 
4X without having regard to your 
wmſtances, might forbear Werkins 
is our Hands, and expe that thoſe as. 
Side whom we Labour ſhould maiutain 
So the Jnnoretors render it. Now; 
pould think this a - hard thing, - ! 
d any your Pal ſorgmake oe 


wy 
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of their Liberty; yet if they ſhould 

do it, provided they were Faithful ma 
their Work and Office, knowing allo{® 
your Ability, we would know whe 
ther any of you could- charge themFs 
with Sin, as we - know'you may and 
ought other Perſons; who work nam 
' and though the Apoſtle did ſometime 
* Work, it was of choice, and to prevent 


lorying of thoſe falſe Apoſtles | 


» the 
- and for ſome other Reaſons, which} 
; upon ſpecial Circumſtances for that 
time he mentioneth, and yet he at 
counts it amongſt his Afflictions. M 


E neſt. Onught a Paſtor or Minifter tbl 

J 43 Terms Sh Fark _y bis Þ 

Maintenance, before be take the Charge 

Them? = 
Anſw. We aflert for no ſuch thi 

| hes totake the Charge freely, ; 

4 ready Mind : But we ſay there i 


* $5 


indiſpenſable ;a Duty lies..upen «a8 
People to provide Carnal or Tempe 
© ral good Things for him, as there lis 
| - ppon him, to provide- Spiritual good 


' 
' 


' MaimtetfanteVintlicated. '&; © 
Things for them, and to give him” 
woands to Believe they will be Fairh- 
So Chriſt and co him, in their duty 
bon'that account. . 


ieft. But 2vhat ſhall. that Chiereh | 
{ PÞo are nt able to allow n ſaffitient 
enunce to their Paſtey ? 


R 
o 
hs 
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o 
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Iz n/a. We have a Three-fold An-\ 
merto this Queſtion. 
rf.” If through the P. of the 
Ohurch they cannot provide for their - 
Miniſter, ctey may make cheir Cale *? 

bd Circumftance known to other 7 


'E none, and the Church: dotheir 
7-to the utmoft themſelves; and 
they are notable to fupply his Ne- _; 
Selities, then he muſt be contented &©© 

Aer with the Church. Buc | | 
2s, If God Bleſs a Congregation 
bLSh a plentiful Portion of this Worlds + 
dd; it is their Duty ro make their 
Iniſters a Party, with them in their 


__ 
qe 


' 8 
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 Flouriſhing- Condition (and as a 1; 
- Author faich) C onſi idering the Place a 


Imployment be « in, and” the Service = 
atteuds, it would be extreamly unworthy c 


«!Y 


A vY | 


z0 think they have done enowgh, if Wl 


preſſing Neceſſities -be enſwered ; W 
; they themſe s. abcund in _ 


Bur if the Congregation be poor, ati | 
- there is no helps to he had, then the 


Miniſter muſt and ought to. be con a 


tent to be peor with them;. yea, ad | $ 
yoyce to approve himſelf a Miniſter « 

Ehriſt, (as Paul did) by Hunger and 
*Nakedneſs, if the Providence of Golf 
call him: thereto; but whilſt it is int 

papwer of - their Hands to provide bet v 
cer 'for him, God expects it from* 
them; and let none deceive thenr* 
3 ſelves, GOD » not mocked, nor will 

he; ſuffer his Commands to be- {light 
* atukevaded,without rendring a jyſt |: 


\ - buke to the Offender, For whatſceut 


'8-Man: Soweth that ſhall be Reap. "Ie 
neceſlity 'is laid _= Chriſt's Miny 
ers, - and: woe- be to them if hg} 
| Preach not the Goſpel. '< 


0 
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mT +4: Ittmay deſerve our moſt mature 
ſideration, whether a Pcople may 
ly -conſticute themlſelres into @- 
ch State, when not able. to prov - 
> for a Miniſtry, eſpecially -as Be | 
Eaſe may be circumſtanced; :for-pole- | 
fly they might very well zayn.chem 
Sives to another Congregation. near 
Santo them, and be a great helptoſuch . © 
Y | @Eburch, being Imbodied with them, © 
+and-chis we do fay, For a People to | 


{ae themſelves into a Church State, -is 
F 


| of the moſt weightieſt Things. in 
> World, and. ought with as great 
and Confideration to be done ; 
concluding in ſome places where 
Tere are many Churches near to each 
r; it would be far better for ſome 
choſe ſmall .and. inſufficient Socie- 
to unice themſelves to ſome other 
or pregation ; and by that means the 
reight of thoſe Indiſpencible Duties: 
© dligations that are incumbent on” 
- would with much more caſe 
and anſwered, to the Ho- 
urof Chriſt, Repucation of the Goſ- 


pel, 4 
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pel, and their own Edification} 
+ Moreover, if all Chriſtians ought wiſe 
conſider whether they may or ouphtf 
ro. put themſelves into a Church State fi 
Except they have Perſons fitly qualif}h 
ed and furniſhed with Gifts and Gracg|t 
for the Miniſtry; which if they may 
not ſafely do, then by the ſame pariyf 
of reaſon ought they to conſider while 
ther they may proceed therein, if the 
know their own Inſufficiency in reſpedf 
of cheir- making a Goſpel Provifion forfitle 
their Maintenance , unlefs they live 
remote from any- other Church, andijan 
fo necefliry put them npon their 
doing. jt 


\ 


ron 
" 'Obj. But 4s not thu to build, that: 
which you your ſelves bave deſtroyed, vinl® 
Have you mot di{clainied again} ſab 
who Preach for Hire? _.”. Iv 
- | 
Anſw. We never went about Wl 1 
hope to deſtroy any Inſtitution or Or 


&rs Maintenance is, as has ſuffich 
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ge of Jeſus Chriſt; as the Milk 


- 
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ly been proved. But for Men to _- 
each for Hire, to make that their 


wind, we mean in Preaching the Goſ- 
gl, we ſtill utterly diſclaim any fuch 


ry 
| 
| e tic 3 and ſay 'tis a low, carnal; | 
id haſe End and Deſgn, and un- . - 
Iworthy of any Chriftian Man. 
l - We have always diſowned, or 
SS diſclaim againſt Tythesor the Tenths 
WI Mens Increaſe, declaring that - they 
ale not the right of any Goſpel Mini- 
Hifers by the Law of Feſms Chrif, of the 
ae of the Miniſters of the New Tefte+ © 
ike, by the appointmeut of the Lord 
diſks; being only a Mofeice/ Rite, and 
thit Law to bz Abrogared, as 4a- 
tem Prieſthood is. 
#0 3. We have always difowned and 
zIE&lared againſt ſuch Miniſters, who 
SI& to ſtrive ro compell Men by out- - 
\Jnard force ts Pay them what they 
all their dues, it looking fo much like. 
fm Antichriſtian Spirit and Practice, 
0d not agrecable to the Goſpel of 
hs Chriſt ; were Love to Chriſt, and 
dF ce of Duty, we find ought to be --: 


. 
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the only prevailing Argument to excite i 
and provoke every Man to his DutyinI8& 
this great Caſe. Moreover you mulf 
take heed, you are not prejudiced #7 

ainſt your Dutys from miſtaken and 
Fl Conclulions; becauſe ſome will 
not Preach unleſs you put into thei 
Mouths, -and ſo make- a meer Fradt 


of Preaching. V Vill you not anfſiwe 
the requirement of God to thoſe why 
are the Faithful Miniſters of his Word! 
Becauſe: ſome will not relieve theirlt% 
Poor, unleſs they are forced to do ith 
Wil you difown your. Duty to the 
r Saints, and not relieve them, bu 
Obje& and ſay, tis too much like the 


National practice? Or, do you notlf* 


3 


* like Preaching after that manner, «i 
with-a Text, Dodrine, Reaſons, and 
Application ; ' becauſe ſuch, an 
ſuch do ſo , whom you diſownh 
and cannot have. Communion witkt 
Let all fach weak: Objedtions - be 
yoided, and mentioned no more fob 


ever, 
* "'' 


£7 | 
» © 


- 
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* 0b Rt. Vow have We fear ever done it 7 
g 7A we do belive 'tw the duty of 
: hes to allow to their Paſtors 4 
fortable Maintenance, who are low in 

IJ, and ſo expoſed ro the diftrafting 

wof thu Life, and thereby bindr:d in 
[charge of their Daty in the Minis 

. Tet for rich Men' who: need it not; 


an allowance, we'ſee-no reaſon 


#7 


6. - We-Anlwer, "OGHIES atk 


} 
r 
'þ Parke ro to Miniſters that aro 
for; But we have 
4+ at Ordinance of God, he 
0 been pleaſed ro Ordain, that thoſe 
—_ the Goſpel ſhonld lroe of the 
"Tis their he as they are Chrifts 
| ters; He is their Portion now,s- 
ll a5 formerly under” the Law, and 
me therefore as much right to- it, as 
have to your Inheritance. and - 
hence he willed them when ke 
ent them out, 70 take no Money in 
_—_ &c.. And therefore the | 


6 
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| "State of ſuch you ſpeak of, canta 
 <mpt _ from that Ordinance, nai 
. Four Uuty to them. ; belides, is. it 
ting ( think\you) that ſuch - Minil 
who have Eitates ſhould waſte th 
Subſtance, and injure their Childn 


in - their. -Faichfulacſs ro Chriſt 


.- Preaching the Goſpel, and in the 


yices of your 'Souls + For. their Wal 


is fuch; that- it calls-for all their « 


and uttermoſt dliggoce (in a fi 
diſcharge of their Duty therein )- 
therefore thereby-they are prevents 


of Improving what they have, fort 


fatute comfort and advantage of t& 
Families: 'Nay, atid | we: have hel 

to. Our great trouble, how ſome wagon 
thy Men, whe have Laboured fullyw 
improve their Miniſtry ( chroughwas 
Peoples negle of their duty to chef? 
have in proceſs of time funk in than 
Eſtates , ' and in Truth have | 


- broughtto @ low Condition; for? 


rare to ſee aPaſtor of our Churches 
abound in Riches: Tho ſome (Bleneg” 


be God) may be indiffcreat well 
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uk in the World : now to expoſe a 
h man to Poverty, or to let a Poor 


an ſhift for himſelf under wants and. 
reflities, are Evils much of the like * 
re: and for a prevention of both, 
d-bath orde:ed it fo, that neither - 
theſe things ſhould, or ought to be. 
erefore this neglect (in ſhore } ex- 

h Miniſters to Temptations (con- 


: ing the moral Duty that lies upon _ - 


{ 3, in common with other men t6 
' de for their Families) namely, to 
Kkeat thernſelves in doing -but one 
| "of their Work, viz. to Preach 3 
mon or two in the Week, &«, Now 
t- deſires are that they may all be 
wlly ſequeſtred to the 's Work 
Service; and not be other ways im- 
ying themſelves, when they ſhould 
reaching the Kingdom. of God, 
IC pr to fulfill their your ry 
F have received of the- Lord, 
tthey may have their Accounts en £ 
dup with Joy in the Day of Chriſt, 


Obz. 


: 
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' 


+ © Obje&. But our Church « ſmall, all, 
aur Paſtor cart take up all bu time e, 
the Lord's Wark. | 


NI 
T- = 


AL 


Anſwer. We Anſwer, It he wal 
work, who will hinder him from fa; - 
lowing of his ſecular Buſineſs, provid. 
ed he doth faithfully and” folly « 
charge every part of the duty of h 
Place and Fwn#ion? But do not th 
Neighbouring Villages, and play 
atjacent want the Goſpel, having 
Bread: for their Souls,” and this too bi; 
reaſon fuch Paſtors are unconcemae”. 
in this matter? and by which means 'f 
doubtleſs that the Glorious Goſpel ga 
no more promulgated up and down lg 
dark and blind corners of this Nationf 
nor the-Church increaſes no more; Be 
ſides donot many poor Sinaers daily} 
riſh herebyfor wantof Knowledg?Bie w 

- thren, 'tis not for our ſelves, but Wl 
the.Lord, and his ſinking Intereſt th 

; we. plead for; it grieves our Souls 
". gar what cries there are in many pat 


"x 
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this 'Kindom for- want of'Bread, 
being forcd, we hear, to go 
re or ſixteen Miles to hear » 
Sermon; now if Miniſters of © 
tharches - made 'it their- whole Bu- 
SaeG to Preach the Word, and con- 
m themſelves for the promoting of 
> Truth, ic-would nar be as it is at 
s very time; nor can we think it 
bald be otherwiſe, unleſs we had a 
belling Miniſt < which we fear 
ſhall hardly find) unles Paſtors 
d Teachers in the reſpective Chur- 
es Were taken oft of all In- 
nbrances, and fo give themſelves up 
the Miniſtry of the V Vord. 
Ws has done great things for us,and 
Sth opened a mighty door, and ſhall 
Wedo ſome great thing for Him? 
Caſe,Bleſſed be the Lordis much 
d:You may come now into'any 
Te h and none dare forbid you, (if 
38Dy one will but entertain you ) and . 
each the Goſpel ; And ſhall we þ- 
2 Gare to anſwer this Mercy ; atid 
þ what RY Hg 


"2x 
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VVorld may be Inlightened\, an 
+ brought to the faving Knowledge i 

= Jeſus Chriſt ? Tf the preſent Provide 
oof God be not anſwered by a due h 
provement to his Glory, and the fi 
theranes of the Goſpel: VVe m 
ſay with Solomon, Why u there a price i 
the Hand of a Fool, ſeeing be hath y 
Heart to it, Prov. 17. 16. By this ting 
we hope you may more clearly undef 
ſtand 'us, and what we driye at, ant 
| _— defire. to ſee accompliſhed 
vis. That Miniſters may not onl 
+ bear that Name, But with all Faith 
 fulnefsdo'the VVork, they are calls 
to ; *tis: not to preſs our People to Mk 
niſter to 'ſach Preachers who are Id 
and Negligent in their Buſineſs, who 
Hearts and Hands are in the V.Vorl 
and eagerly purſue their own ſeculg 
Aﬀairs, and marter not what DECO ne 
of the Intereſt of Jeſus Chrift. J » 
. - No, 'tis to encourage the Faichiwlt 
and rar (> ge wo is wit 
- to” give himſe}f up to the Lorg| 
he Teh : 


arge of that great "I 


ES nd 3 / ._= ; bold | | "ah 4 
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nicted to him, and to Labour in- 
Lin Chriſt's Vineyard ; it is in truthi. 
me for a Miniſter to receive the * La 
s VVages, and not do the Lord's © 
ork; ſome tFere arein the World 
do not deſerve the Name of Mini- 
4 they doing the V Vork of the 
d fo deceitfully. 
zrChurches alſo are 'rislike in ſome 
c in the: Country but ſmall, and 
like to be ſmaller; f the Miniſtry 
it awakened tb/become tnore La- 
: Are there not ſuch in ſome' 
Swrns, who are hardly kftown 
he Inhabicants to be Miniſters at 
they are f little concerned inPrea- 
bt; they are: better 'knowry to 'be 
wers; Twmen, and Trede/may, then 
hers of the-Goſ] l; they-are in- 
| fo in he Aﬀeairs of this Life, 
they have but little time to mind. 
T*xeat Work they are called to: We - 
at ak fome' Miniſters, whether 
: coald not do much more, Preach” 
er, and in more Places, and take- 
r Pains, $ promote the _ 


"96 7 | o Tt; ” " ; F ws * 


and gather in Souls to Chriſt, tial 
they do? rtainly they will a#Y 
maſt-lay, yea, we might; V Vhy wh 


"is the reaſon of your not doing il 
Ought we not with Mary to do what 


we-can? V Veconclude, this Omiff 

of Duty either ariſes from the evil 
your own Hearts, or elſe trom theRafi 
miſneſs and Neglect of the People, wv 
Reſpe& of  their-Duty to-you. (1,9 
It may ariſe from the Evilin your ow 
Hearts, in that you have not or don 
eſpouſe 'the Intereft of Jeſus Chak 
equal with, .or above your own : 

any. be contented in doing a little Saf 
vice for Chrift,. tho his {t ſind! 
in their Hands; whilft they thrive 
their, oWn concerns, and grow | 
in. the V.Vorld: Lord, what will by : 
come of ſuch Miniſters. in the day $8 
Judgment? Can they think tolo 
Chriſt in the Face with Comfart, 
. have been ſuch flothful Servants, | 

. God. forbid - there by be, « 
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Vork and BuſineG of their bleſſed w 
xd and Maſter ? Is this :be making * 
nl Proof of your Miniſtry you have re- 
woed of the Lord ? Chrift's Miniſters 
> called Labourers, but we fear ſome 
abour but little, unleſs it be at: 
Geir own work : ſhould you' be as 
kemiſs in your own Aﬀairs, as poſli- 
ay you are in the Lords, yon woultl 
gd quickly a decay in your Eſtates, 
| bein a ſinking Condition in the 
Sorld ; which *tis like, would ſoon 
le you, and ſtir you up to greater 
and Induſtry ; and ought you not 
18 be as conſiderate in the great con- 
_Emment of Chriſt, his Goſpel and 
« ches? We take it not npon us 
| reprehend any of you but in 
> ( as fellow Servants my _ ) to 
10n you ; pray remem 
> the moſt ſacred Intereſt and Mar: 
bof Jeſus Chriſt committed to your 
tz ts the greateſt Charge in the 
d,- and you and we mult be cal- 
to an Account, if Souls periſh-i 
Ir Sins, and the Watchman gives wot 
F [uita- 
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ſuitable warwing, the Blood of theſe Sl 
wers God will require at the Watchman. N 
Hawds, Z&ck. 3, Miniſters ought to ll 
the Light of the World, they ſhouliim 
jhine therefore in Lifeand Doetrine;1 ( 
ail round about where they live, that 
the People may know chey have aNz 
a Preacher of Righteoulneſs among 
them. Bute fn 
2. This grand faule may ariſe fron 
the Peoples Remiſneſs of Duty to theaf 
Miniſters; for hark, do- 'we not hea 
many. worthy and faichful Paſtors cyt 
ing- out ? Alas Brethren, we are m® 
more in the Lord's VVork, no more 
Preaching; in Viſireing; &-c. Becaug 
our Families would ſuffer -wantJWpc 
and what "is neceflary for them ; Wi 
ſhould gladly make-the-Goſpel '£ 
whole Buſineſs, and not only watd 


over, -afid feed our own -Flecks, Þ 
. Preach the Goſpel up and down 
Towns and Villages, lying near 'W 
if we' knew how our V Vives and Ch 
dren might be provided for; for ſhot 
we'neple& that great Moraliand it 


ae © 
d'o+$!! 
” 
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4benſible Duty, how would the Holy. 
Name of God be reproached 2 Alas, ©: 
wer Souls are bowel down in us, we 

muſt confeſs, we have daily calls to 

ch, in this and that place, where 
a this day there has hardly been 
j Meeting ; but we are not able to 
g it, and therefore, we are forc'd-to 
to London, that fome Miniſters 
a} whe come down - into our Parts, to . 
Balwerthat great Call and Cry of Men 
md VV omen, for want of the Bread of 
ite. 
we This isa hard Caſo indeed, 5. e. for 
me Servants ot Chriſt to have the gue 
{nſec of the greatneſs: of their-work 
(pon their Hearts,but cannot diſcharge 
according as they ſee there is a Call 
W Occaſion, by Reaſon rhe People 
Wet their Duty to them : But how- 
er, do what you Can, and venture 
t, God will provide for you; and 
re-upon the-Hearrs of tuch you 
xoly the pany to; (or fome other 
y Uprovi or you':; [Improve 
preſent a” arg do riot .* 
W.. | 2 7 
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\. the Lord's Houſe lie waſte; Remembeali 
Neceſſity % laid upon you, and wo be to yu 
if you Preach not the Goſpel, be nei 
-Unbelieving, but truſt the Providencllas 
of God ; great things he expeReth fromiſer 
us, who has ſo gloriouſly and graciowFis 


ly appeared for us, and for the Landfſi 
of our Nativity. 1 
Nevertheleſs, Let none mi 
us ; we do not ſay, tis unlawidii; 
for Preachers to V Vork or follow Cz 
lings ; but as Preaching doth not maly 
VVorking unlawful, neither ſhoul 
any V Vorldly Buſineſs hinder Preacfj 
ing, therefore when working with of 4 
Hands will further the Goſpel, we 1 | 
may V Vork 5 we have a Call fo to: do 
( which was once Pax/s Caſe ) buf 
when working at Trades and Calling J 
does palpably. tend to the hinderagayy 
of the Promulgation of the Goſpe 
we mult give over ſuch V Vorking, a 
wholly give up our ſelves to Preaching 
&c.*Tis but to make an Expediment; 
the People ſhould fail you: You kr 


your Liberty, he that Laboured wi 
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: Hands: hath b by char Example fet 
i oioienice of Miniſters atLiberty, 


p provide for the Neceſlities of this 
te, by other Imployments, whenthey. © 

nnot Live of the Goſpel ; but .this 
Fe: thing Paul accounted amongſt his 
ictions; and certainly, it muſt needs 

ite 2 fore Grief and Exerciſe to any 
goodly Preacher in this Refpet, 5.e. 
Then he hears People calling him, one 
Jay to this Town to Preach, and ano- 

mer Day to that, and he finds he can- 

, Anſwer neither of their Calls, 
bo ugh the Neceflities of his Famly ; 
"3d che truth i5s;all do readily grant,that 
"I poſitive Duty can Diſcharge a Man 
Joom the Obligations of that pure Mo- 

ml and Univerſal Duty of providing tor 

| Families. 

{Brethren, you know when the Har- 

ut proves cacching, and the Painful 

| borious Harveſt-men are taken 
of their Buſineſs, then they may 
go 2 lictle VVork for themlelves, but 
hen *tis good Harveſt weather, and 
&Harvelt 1 is great, and the Labourers 

F: 3 but | 


Wow 
SM: a 1 


yS acot FF . 


i but few, they muſt ſtick to it and. La: |! 


-.. bour hard. - 


4 
: 


* 
=— 


Even ſo when the late Storms of Per- 


ſecutien were upon ns, many of Chriſt; 


Spiritual Harveſt-men were much hits 
diced and taken off of their Work, and 
did may be imploy themſelves o- 
therwiſe, in their other Afﬀtairs (few 
being: willing to open their Doors to 
them ; ) but now the Providence of 
God has opened a great Door for the 
Goſpel, and fent us Blefled Harveſt Þ 
Weather, and the Labourers alas! be 
ing allo very few, though the Harveſt 
3s very great: How ought we to 
tick ro our Buſinels 2 

There was never certainly ſuch aCall 
to Miniſters to Work for God as there 
i5 now; therefore that Servant that will 
not do his beft at ſuch an Hour, 3; like 
the Sin ( that Solomem ſpeaks of ) that 


| Sleeps in Harveſt and ſo cauſeth Shams 


And as a wile Husband-man will not 


negle& a fit opportunity of gathering Þ 
in his Corn, upon preſumption of 
1 mu 


4119 # F | F:.. 


nuch-fair Weather to come: S9 ought 
t we to loſs the preſent Seaſon tor 
Cthering in Souls to Chriſt, not know- 3 
ng how toon Clouds may riſe;-and'? 
mother Storm overtake us, when we 
cannot Work for God as now we may; 
and if you have not {iich Incourage- 
nent as you ought to hare from the 
eopl2, yet remember when Might. 
@mes,the Lord Jelus will well reward 
tor all the pains you take in his 
fork ; yer ſince our Saviour faith the 
ourer 1s worthy of his Hire, we 
' think, any( when they conſider 


e Matter a. little better ) will any 

ay. obltruc, or hinder you 1n your 

ſine(s through their negle& of Duty 
{0 you, 


Obie. But doth nit Chriſt tell bis 


Diſciples? As they had freely received, fo 
& ſhould. freely give. 


Anſw. We Pelieve this Text is not 
taken, or underſtood according to the 
Ixmeaning of our Saviour; for it-cannor 
: F 4 maan-” 


- | . 3. A as = w . 
© "Tc Fe / ” 


rs 


mean that"Chriſts Miniſters ſhould | ii 
4,Teceive neither Money, Meat , or tha 
& Clothes,whilſt they are imploy'd in his Iu + 
= Work and Service, becauſe in the very | 
" next Verſe he bids them Provide neither 
Gold ncr Silver, nor Braſs in their Pur- ” 
ſes, mor two Coats, mor Scrip for then ths 
Fowrney; becauſe he plainly intimate im 
all ſuch things they were worthy of,and [br 
might expect them from the People to Jeet 
whom they Preached. Therefore 'tis Itty 
arr horrible abuſe put upon the Text, 
to take the Words in that Senſe; as it YE 
our Bleſſed Maſter ſhould forbid his {MR 
Servants to receive a- Maititenance I 
© from the People; for then indeed they I 
miphr have faid, Lord, It we mult 
Preach to treely as not to receive any: h 
thing, it behoveth us to provide well by 
- for our Journey 7 but ſince they were 
forbid to do ſo, it is clear that could B% 
| not be our Saviours meaning: Beſides, 
ilach - a Sence is direatly oppolite of® 
repugnant to thoſe other Precepts the'Þ 
Lord Jeſus bath laid down by his A- 
roltles in the; Ezifles ; whereinit is pow 
We” tt 6 fitively Þ 
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Frey aſſerted ( as you have heard ) ! 
that He that w taught in the Word ought 


all good things, t Tim. 5. 18+ And that 
who Miniſter at the Altar ſhould par- 
of the Altar; God baving Ordained 
the be - that. Preaches the Goſpel, ſhould 
ve of the Goſpel, x Cor. 9. 14. There- 
we rather are of the Opinion (in 
pet to this Text) with a late wor- 
thy V Vricer ; 7he Do&rine (lays he)they 
to Preach, they were Impowered to 
Confirms with - Miracles; which ( lay 
| y) He gives them a ' Charge they 
Kind Work freely, without receiumg any 
jt for them; that the Miracles 
wot be uſed to their private Profit, 
F: rs End they were appointed of God, 
ch was the Confirmation of their Do- 


2. It may alſo teach us that Mini- 
$ ought not to make a Bargain 
h "the . People, or deſire ro know . 

that they ſhall have before they en- 
on their Work ; for he who would 

dye himſelf a rrue Miniiter of Je- - 
5 
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ts Communicate to him that Teacheth in ® 
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ſus, Chriſt, o. © not to Preach fa 
Hire or filthy - icres fake, 5. e. tha 
ought not to-beithe thing he aims a® 
that's a low and 'bafe deſign, butw* 
you know. /Charches provide ant$ 
onghe to provide for -the Poor ; "y& 4 
ſhould any feek to come into youſ 
Comtnunion meerly for a Mainte 
nance, you would ſay he or ſhe tha 
did fo, were no better than Hypo 
crites,and(may faytruly)yet that would: 
not free you from communicating t 
poor Faithful Chriſtians. Even fo, #* 
ſome deceitful and carnal Perionf® 
ſhould undertake the Work of the MF 
niftry for filthy Lucres ſake, and noji® 
in Love to Chriſt, and -to promos 
his Intereſt and Glory, they, doubringes* 
-a@ contrary to this Pregept "of Chril® 
But yer nevertheleſs, the Church $ 
bound 'to communicate* and allow $® 
comfortable Maintenance to her Fall 
1vl Miniſters; and as he freely, 'anys 
of a ready Mind, ' and for Chris: 
fake, Preaches the Goſpel and is bowl 
ſo to do if he will approve ” wy 


| 


Mlarnterance Fixarcarea.” © Vi 
6 Faithful; fo in, like manner are : 
the People and Churches of . God. - 
«I bound freely and of a ready ming to 
a Miniſter to them, if they would ſhew 
46. all. they are Faithful Chriſtians , 7 
Sch who have an <qual reſpec. to all 
#Chriſts Commands and Deſire, to the 
I utmoſt of their Abilities,to further and 
Lnot hinder. the promulgation. of the 
A Goſpel m the World. ” 
We: But by the way it is. plain, had it 3 
not been the practice of the Golpe] 1 
Churches in, the - Apoltles time, - to 
allow their Paſtors a Maintenance, 
what room was there for the Apoſtle - 
to caution any, Minifter or Elder not 
to. undertake- the, Work tor filthy Li- 3 
Soc ſake, but.of a ready mind. More- * 
Waxer, very. remarkable is it to conſider > 
# how the Prieſts of God under the Law 
were to receive that Portion: Jehovah 
| them: They were not ( as Mr. 
bn/aeorth noteth).. To receive it after 
Ws baſe or [ervile manner, but as Gifts due . 
to the Lord, and to them from him: The | 
Hebrew Canons (faith be) ſhew the 1- 
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raelites were - to give them their Porti® 
w ib Honour ; "and it was unlawful fa 
_— or Levites ro ſnatch away th 
: Heave-Offering,- or the Tithes; yea, faith 
| he, if they did but ack their Portion with 
F their Moyth it was unlawful. Read his 
- Annotation on Numb. 18, v. 12. And 
then on Dewt. 18. 3. He ſaith again, 
thePrieft might not wiolemtly take the Gifts, 
- mor ak them with bis Mouth, but be re 
cerved them when they were groen hin 
with Honcur. . | 
> This may teach us two things. Firſh, 
that Chriſt's Servants onght to take 
| heed they ſhew all true and real Zealſ' 
-. and Love to Chrift, when they ut-}* 
dertake his Work and Service; andJ" 
not to ſhew ſuch a ſervile and baſe}® 
Spirir as to demand their Portion that 
God has Ordained tor them, bur leave 
it to the free will Offering of the Peo- 
rle. Secondly, It may alſo teachF} 
C.hurches to {te they do neither with- 
hold the Miniſters Portion frafn them; $%© 
nor give it them grudgingly, or ina PF 
unbecoming manner, but to hand out J 
| wy 6 


Lg 
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Maintenance Viuaicated.” 10g * 
to them what they need with due re- 
ſpe& and honour, they being worthy 
Jofit, and are to receive it as their part 3 
{and portion from God, and as they * 
4 are His Stewards and Faithful Labour- 
ers, by Virtue of a Divine and Holy. | 
Law: Nay, and the Lord's People 
, 


ought to be as careful in diſcharge of 

this Duty to Chriſt's Miniſters now, as 
{the Iraclites were to the Lewites ; tho? 
tag we have already faid, their Portion 

& not the Tithest#f "Mens Increaſe, nor 
ike Firff. Fruits, which Law is Abro- 
gated. Yet faith Reverend Ainſworrb, * 
1* The Equity of that Law remaineth 
© perpetually, as the Apoſtle obſerveth, ? 
| © Do you not know that they which Mimifter - 
| about Holy things, live of the thimgs of © 


"be Ti » and they that wait at the 
FAlcar, are partakers with the Altar : 
| * Even ſo bath the Lord Ordained, &c, 1. 
{*Cor. 13. 14. Becauſe the Miniſters 
{5 of God then were injoyned to attend 
fon His Service, he would not have * 
them cumbred with worldly diloicy 

| © leaſt 


| 
; 
| 
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 dred from doing t 


- leaſt (ſaith ke) aye be ſhould be hind 
eir Duties; as ig; 


is Written, No Man: that Warreth m1 
» 


; tangleth himſelf with the Affarrs of thy 
* Life, that be may pleaſe bim who hath « 
© called him to be a Soldier. 2 Tim. 34 
From hence God hath ordered it thu 
* for them; Moreover, the + Hebregs 
| it ay from hence * twas Levi was not counted 


Hrael, or Spoils with bis - Brethrew, bel "fic 


cauſe he was ſeparated to Serve the Lord 
and to Inherit an and to teach ba ſtrait} 
Ways, and bis Fuft Fudgments unto the}! 


; People: therefore "was be ſeparated from 
* -the ways th the World; they wage nit 


Way, as t 


weeet to have Inberitance in the: Land [| 


reſh of Iſrael do; neather <1 
they Inberit nor. Earn for rhemſelves with] 


the Strength of their Bodzes, but they art} "ay 

the Lords Power ( or SubHance) as it i 
Written, Deut. 13. 11. Bleſs Lord his} 
Power ; and the Bleſſed God earneth fot * 
, &s it « Written Numb. 18. 20. 1 
am rby Part and thine Inheritance. Main, | 
Treat: of the Releaſe and Jubilee, :« | 


| I3:f. 12. | oj 
W 


it 
r- 
[ 


os 
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s, ws Vindirated. = 
' The reaſon of the ſame Law, 'tis evi- 
gent 'of necelity does remain 5; the? 
Work of Miniſters is great now, and” 
tis as Holy and as Honourable as ever, - 
and the negle& of a Faithful dilcharge 
herein, as great a Sin as it was thenz 
and God's People have as great, nay, 
ter Benefit and Divine Profit by 
4 Miniſtry of the Goſpel, than thoſe * 
had who lived under the Law; be- 1 
fides Chriſt's Servants have the ſame” 
meed 'of it: moreover, our People are + 
Tahivered from other great Burdens 
and vaſt Charges that the PEople of ? 
Iſrael were continually at; and there- : 
fore how unjuſt and unreaſonable a ? 
"thing is it to with-hold a fit and con- * 


ed. DO edt tt 2.0. 2. Xndd ir. x. XC 
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1 with-hold from the Servants of G 


Frenient Lively-hood from them. Nay, 
and we mult ſay, that which any : 


%s the Lord's, and none of theirs; for | 


the lays claim to part of their Sub- 
Mance, as that which He has'Ordain- 
4d to his own ſpecial ſervice and ufe of 


| His Faithful Minifters. 


Quelle 


- leaſt (ſaith he) the 
| : dred from doing their Duties; as it 
"1s Written, No Man that Warreth im 
" tangleth himſelf with the Affairs of thi 
* Life, that be may pleaſe bim who hath 
* called him to be a Soldier. 2 Tim. 3.4 
©*From hence God hath ordered it thus 
© for them. Moreover, the : Hebrew: 
ſay from hence 'twas [evi was not counted 


Hrael, or Spoils with bis - Brethren, be 
cauſe he was ſeparated to Serve the Lord, 
and to Inherit bim, and to teach by ſtrait 


' People: therefore "was be ſeparated from 
- »the ways 4 the World; they wage nit 
Way, as t 
they Inherit nor Earn for themſelves with 
the Strewgth of their Bodzes, but they art 
the Lords Power ( or SubHance) as it 6 
Written, Deut. 13. 11.  Blebs Lord his 
\ Power; and the Bleſſed God ecarneth fot 
thim, as it « Written Numb. 18. 20. ] 
am thy Part and thine Inheritance. Maim. 
Treat: of the Releaſe and. Jubilee, « 
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meeet to have Inheritance in the: Land of 
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reſÞ of Irael do; neither di | 
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Ways, and bu Futt Fudgments wnto the |. 
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© The reaſon of the ſame Law, tis evi- 
dent 'of necellity does remain; the! 
Work of Miniſters is great now, and” 


and God's People have as great, nay, 


*need of it: moreover, our People are 4% 
daltivered from other great Burdens 
and vaſt Charges that the People of 


"thing is it to with-hold a fit and con- ? 


tis as Holy and as Honourable as ever, 
and the negle& of a Faithful dilcharge 
herein, as great a Sin as it was then; 


greater Benefit and Divine Profit by 1 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, than thoſe * 
had who lived under the Law; be- 1 
Fides Chriit's Servants have the ſame 


Iſrael were continually at; and there- : 
fore how unjuſt and unreaſonable a 7 


Yenient Lively-hood from them. Nay, 
and we muſt fay, that which any. 
with-hold from the-Servants of Gad, * 
4s the Lord's, and none of theirs; for ? 
he lays claim to part of their Sub- 
Nance, as that which He has'Ordain- 
& to his own ſpecial ſervice and ufe of 
His Faithful Miniſters. 
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The Goſpels Minifters 


| Queſt. May every ona then that Preach- 
, 6s expe} an Allowance, though they Preach 


| but now and then. 


Anſw. That muſt be left to the 
Wiſdom and Conſideration of the 
+ Church; who ought to conſider the 
© Perſons Circumſtances, with the Call 
:. he hath to Preach, &c. But princi- 
| pally it belongs to thoſe who are ſct 
” a part to that Work, whoſe Strength 
* and Time istaken up about the great 
* Afﬀairs of Chriſt and the Goſpel. 


—— 7 - 


Thus we have indeavoured to dif- 
our Duty as touching this great 
Work, and have we hope Anſwered | * 
all the material ObjeQions any have Ji 
\ to bring, or urge againſt the Miniſters fe 
Maintenance: But ſince. we have a kan 
| lictle Room we ſhall add ſome brief Wt 
* hints further, to ſhew the:great charge F'# 

and work of a true Golpel _ G 


TT" Maintenance Vindicated. 113* | 
and ſo conclude; that all may fee how 
needful a thing it is, that every one 
 Ftake care to diſcharge their Duty in 
this matter to them, whereby alſo the 
laſtneſs and Righteouſneſs of the Law, -<? 
and appointment of God herein, may 
yet further appear toall. 


be Great and Weighty 
| Work of a True Goſpel 
Minifter opened. 


FT HE Nature and Weightineſs of 
the Work of the Faithfut © Ser=- 
ant of Chrift, together with the ne- 
eflity and difficulry of it, we ſhall 
anſider in its parts in a briefand com- - 
endious manner, > "<8" 

7 f, *Tis a Holy and a ſubfme Of. 
F) 


is placed in a very ti” ” 


FT ner 5 ork # Gr, | 
and Station, hence called the Ambaſ: 
ſador of Chriſt; What higher Digni- 6 
ty-can be. conferred on Man { The 

| yonncy of the Prince whoſe Meſ- ; 
engers they are, ſets forth their Dig: fp 
nity ; they are in Chriſt's ſtead Im- 
ployed in the great, Aﬀairs of His Spi- 
ritual Kingdom; and have received fig 
Authority from Him, and are alſo i 

pre and qualified for this Sacred ba 
ork by Him, and indeed therefore 
ought to be blamgleſs, - as. ihe Steward fer 
of God-: And hence it is that thoſe who flgy, 
are ſaid toreceiye then, receive Him; bi 
and thoſe who deſpiſe” them, delpile fgy 

Him. Olwich what Holy Fear, 

Dread, and Reverence ought ay to by 

enter upon this Work and Office, leaſt Je, 

they ſhould diſhonour their great and Je 
glorious Prince. and Heavenly Sove-fgf 

. raign, whom they repreſent! Is ic not} 
> a Weighty thing to be made the Mouth fgh 

- - of Chrilt ? . 
2. Nay; and this is not all, they are 

intruſted with -matters of the highelt}y 

moment in the World, Chriſt havingh@h 
| Com a - 


= 


.” 
; - - - my 


F '” fers wb ws (5 rea}. 
mitted the Management of his 
- Glorious Intereſts, and great-concerns 
The has on Earth into their Hands ; they 
re ſent to treat with poorSinners about 
' ternal Matters, even the Eternal Life, 
Ecernal Death and Damnation of 
C ir Precious and Immortal Souls, in 
v Sand about theſe things Minilters of the 
zoſpel arc Fellow Workers together 
ith Chriſt. 2, Cor. 6. x» Though” but 
sInſtruments, ſerving him as the prin- 
pal Agent, and efficient Cauſe : He 
tod the Wine-Preſs of bis Fathers Wrath 
» Jaene; but in the Application_of the 
archaſe of Man's Salvation, he admits 
Fellow-workers, tho the-internal 
Work be his, 4. e. the effe&ts of hisSpi- 
tits upon the Souls of thoſe whoſe 
Hearts are changed; yet there is a Mi- . 
ſterial part which lyeth on the faith- 
al Diſcharge of the Miniſter's Duty, 
which conſiſteth partly in Exhbortations, © 
Motrwes and Arguments, by the,Ear con> . 
eyed to the Soul; and thus Miniſters . 
may be faidcobeWorkers together with 
SIEhrift, and without him they. can-do 
o 6 Sn 
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nothing, they are Workers, but they 
muſt have Chriſt Work with them, or" 
they will find that they Labour in 
Vain. | 

But'is it not think you a high and 

moſt ſacred Place and Office thus 
be imployed ? May nor every one df 
us lay, who are ſufficient for thelefi 
things, for we are unto God ( ſaith the 
Apoltle) « ſweet ſawvour of Chrift 
* thews that are ſaved, and in them that 

- periſh, 2 Cor, 2. for that God whom well 
ſerve, will not Judge of us, nor reward” 
us according to our Succeſs. (as a wor- 
thy Author obſerves ) but according to” 
our Fairhfulneſs and Diligence in his 
Work, we give ( as if Pal ſhould fay) 
a good favour by our Doctrine unto 
all, and our Labours are a fweet ſavon 
in the Noftrils of God, whatever effe&| 
they have upon the Souls of Men; Godi 

 accepteth of our Labours, as te good 

-\. Men, to whom we are Inftruments e 
Eternal Life and Salvation 5 and thc 5 
others deſpiſe the Goſpel, and rety 

' the ſweet append 


oe n 


F Miniſters Work is Great. 11 7 
b, we are a {ſweet favour in the No- 
ris of God, tho Jrael be not ſaved, 
ith the 'Propher, yet I ſhall be glori- 

153 it1s not way, @ any n 
,-as to our duty if any peri "IS 
Som their own WillfulneE and Rebel- 
vis Hearts. To the one, we are the [a- 
of Death unto Death, and to on 
ber, the ſavour of Life unto Life. 
ww ſufficient for theſe things. ver. _ 
; As ſweerſmells, which are to ſome 


alant and comfor table.(ſaith a Wor- © | 


y Author ) yet are to others pernici- 
s and deadly ; ſo it is with the ſweet 
our of the Goſpel ; the report which 
in all places make of Chriſty to 

pme (chrough their unbelief, and hard- 
fs of their Heart, and fondneſs of 
hei Lufts ) proveth ; but the Savour 
& Dearh unto Death, hardning their 
Jearts s to their Eternal Ruine p De- 
uftion ; but to ſuch who ( being or- 
by 1 to. Eternal Life ; -- believe. our 
eport, and) imbrace the Goſpel, and 
np to the Precepts and Rule thert- 

z our Preaching proves a Cauſe-of 


Spi- 
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Spiritual and Eternal Life to which tha 
leadeth ; but O how great a work ihe 
this! What Man? What Angel, is 
ſufficient for it? O it is a migh 
VVork to Preach the 'Goſpel, as w 
ought'to Preach it; it is that by which 
Faith cometh, How ſhall they believe | 
him, of whom they have not heard? Ant 
bow ſhall they hear, without @ Preacher 
And how Thall they Preach, except they 
ſent? Rom. 10. 14. 4.e. Unleſst 


have an extraordinary or ordinary 
Miſſion, 74. e. either from God mor 


immediately ( which Call is long ſings 
ceaſed) or ele, by the Ele&ion of 
Church, and Ordination of the Eldersir 
or Presbytery ; this is'neceflary in a 
*Regular Miniſters: ' How elfe can they 
duly or rg 4 in the Name 


Auchoricy of Chrift, preach the Woruie 

\ © of Life? Brethren, (. you who are; 
. Chrilfs. cue Miniſters being orderly 
called tothis facred Work, ) your Prearhi 

_ *chiog hath attendency, ether to ſave. 
4", or .cternally to condemn the Souls oils 
«Men; and with what trembling then 


ought 
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enght this Work to be undertaken and 
performed ; you are intruſted with 
Men's Souls, and muſt be accountable 
dr them ; eſpecially, fach who are 
mmitted to your Charge ; did we 
bnſider it, and duly ponder upon it in 
ur 'Minds, certainly, we ſhould have 
Attle elſe to think upon, nor trouble 
wr Heads and Hearts about, it would 
eſftre cauſe us to be more Serious, and 
abortous, we are perſwaded, than we 
re: VVhat ſhall we do, it throngh 
our Negtet and Remiſneſs-in this 
great VVork, any ſhould die and 
riſh in-their Sins? Mind what God 
Sith  in'that of Ezek. 3. 18. Unto his 
uyV atcchman, When I ſay unto the wit- 
yd, thou ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou gioy- 
= bin not warning, nor ſpeakeft to warn 
he wicked from bis way, to ſave bis 
Feife, the ſame wicked man ſhall die-in 
bs Iniquity, but his Blood I'will require at . 
Ine Hand ; tho fome do prophanel 

eoff and deride, yet muſt we Leak 
id ther, and warn them, untititgb 
nSppear they are ſuch as will rarn agen 


; 


A 
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and rend us, Men muſt be told thei 
Sins, and their Dangers, . that ſo we 
( as Inftruments in God's Hand ) ma 
preſerve their Souls, and recal them aþ0! 
once both from Sin and Death, thgire 
Man who is not warned, will certainſim: 
ly die in his Sins, his Ignorance will noſ#er 
be ſufficient to prevent his Ruin ant 
Damnation; but if Miniſters admoniſ 
him not, warn him not, that will inff 
volre them alſo under Guile and Dar 
r>God will puniſh ſach Miniſters : 
atchmen, who poſhibly might hav{c 
ſaved thoſe periſhing Sinners, howeverpyn 
they ought to have warned them, df o! 
Hence how Careful was St. Paul, ſe 
Ads 20. 26. that ye mi ghe be pure frod C 
the Blood of yon he appeals tqoui: 


| the Church of Epbeſas, in + matter ul 


they knowing his great Care, Faithful” '2: 
nefs, and. unwearied Induſtry, upon w 


every Reſpect ; and ſhews that no Sot A 
had been loſt through his defaulk, 
having ſincerely, and in all plc 


declared to them the way of 


VB nated them to walk therein, al - 
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Jad not kept back any part of the 
Will and Mind of Chriit from them, 

t had ſhewed them the whole ' 
punſel of God, and ceaſed not for - | 
ree Years (which was all the whote © 7 
ame he was amongſt them ) co warn 
ofpery ove Night and” Day with Tears. 
\A&s 20. 31. The precious Worth of 
ſe Immortal Souls of Men lay upon 

aſhe Spirit an] Conſcience of this Ble\- 

ed Apoſtle: And in this he laid forth 
nſelf as an Example for all true 

id faithful Minifters, who are in- 
pyned elſewhere to follow his Steps. 

Wone Sonl be worth more than all 

World ; How great is the charge 

f Chriſt's Miniſters, that have many 

gouls committed to their Care and 
ruſt? -Bur 

al": This is not all, they are Intruſt- 

| with that Holy, High, and Peculi- 

& Intereſt which Jeſus Chriſt hath, 
were” below, which is dearer 'to hinv© 
pan Ten Thonfand Worlds; He i 

de into Heaven, and hath left He | 
eat Concerns He hath here” >< 
h to them to mind and look. alegeet 


" 122 Miniflers Work 3: Great. 
and take the care of: For the good offifl 
which, and tocarry it on, and for the ſte 
* perfeRing of it: He hath ſhed HisYfre 
moſt Precious Blood, and given Hisfth; 
Eoly Spitit to them in the Gifts and}y7 
Graces of it, ard appointed them afſof 
Liveiyhood, without - being incum-Jg; 
bred with worldly Buſineſs ; and hath, 
alſo promiſed them a Crown of Gloryſfo, 
at laſt, if chey abide Faichful to thefÞc 
end, affuring them that they , andfſpl; 
a'l others who turn many to- Righſfo: 
ecouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars tforllfp 
ever more. Dan. 12.2, 3: " It 
2+ They are not only Steward: of thf&k 
Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1. But alvffic 
Intruſted- with the charge and care olffye, 
his Churches, and Holy Dodrine ome 
the Goſpel ; Miniſters are the Stewardfſin 
of Chriſt's Houſe: Moreover, I « ref 
, aquired in Stewards , that a Man Mitog 
found Faithful, 1 Cor. 4.2. EipeciaJyht 
Iy ſuch Servants who are. entruſteyh 
with 'their Maſters Goods, to be Gilfhis a 
znced out to others: Now tiff 
ichfulne(s. of ſuch Stewards lies Wei 
ir giring to ccry one thaltl 


” Miniſters Work s Great, 1723 * 
Tdue Portion, according to their Ma- 
e Fſters order,and not detaining any thing 
SIfrom others which he hath ordered. 
SIthem to have ; the ſame in quality, nor 
UWater inſtead of Wine, nor Droſs inſtead 
aNof Gold: not Mens Inven'icns and Tra- 
-Raitions, inſtead of by Hily Sacraments 
j and Sacred Inſtituticns, And th: ſame 
Yor quantity ; not now and tt.en aſmaH.. 
efPortion, but as Chriſt hath provided 
dblenty, fo they ſhould plentifully hand 
Forth to all His Servants: And they ak 
Mo muſt- be Faithful to cheriſh and 

ſtrengthen the Weak, and heal with all 

dkill and Tendernels the wounded and 
Whckly Ones of Chriſts Family, and e- 
grery way improve their Maſters Mo- 
gney, and do what they can to gather 
Fn Souls to him: For one chief End 
Fof Goſpel Miniſtry is for the gathering 
together of the Saints; as well as for 
he: Edifying the. Body of Chrilt; 
Stherefore in every 'place where there 
Bs a Door opened tor them, they muſt 
work hard whillt there are” any Sim- 
nets to be called into the Vineyasd, 
and mult not: leave their 


. 


to all, that the Miniſters Work is hard 
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Buſineſs to follow their own; eſpecial We 
ly when they know not hut Chriſt|Ker 
hath much People in and about themu 
place where they live, who are to beſho + 


' brought into Ris Pold. | Fx: 


Secendly, 'I he neceſlity and uſeful-f1. 
neſs of their Work and Miniſtration isþyyj 
opened' by divers - other Metapher::fcje 
ViZ. they are called Shepherds 5 What Spt 
would ſoon become of the Sheep, ito 
the Shepherd ſhould be carelefs, theyſire: 
will quickly go aſtray, &c. the Wo 
would devour them. They are called Jv 
allo ' Guides, and of Old Seers and fg! 
Watchmen; being ſet to diſcover and} 
give warning of approaching danger. | ar 

The Greatneſs and Labouriouſneſs of}. 
their Work, is ſet forth by their being]-7. 
called Planters, Builders, and Labourers, th 

The Dignity and Hoenourableneſs ol 'yy 
their Work and Office is ſet forth fo 


\ - by their being called Fathers, Angels, |. n; 
« Ambaſſadors, Stars and Rulers: Now 


from the whole it muſt needs appear}: 


and difficult : We may well ſay, Whol | 


= ſe "rad for fog things ?. "Tis = ap 
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'IWork that ic cauſed ſome of Gods 
tIServants of Old, to undertake it with 
exmuch -Irembling; nay it made Mo/es 
ehto cry out, Send by whom thou wii ſend. 
Exod. 4. 13, 
© *Tis fo hard and difficult, that a man 
SEwith all his acquired Parts is not futh- 
*Icient for it; nay, a Saint with-all his 
tISpirictual Gifts an:1 Graces is not able 
ito perform it without freſh ſupplies of 
{renewed Strength every Day. 
Bur to proceed, che difficulty of the 
IÞMiniſters Work lies in theſe reſpsRs 
i} following. 
\| Firſt; In regard of them{elves wad 
are Imployed in it. 
i x. They are but Men ; Sun of Man 
1-1 bave made thee a Watchman. Ani as 
| they arc men, ſo-commonly they are . 
(Minor the wiſcit and moſt learned in re- * 
ſpect of humane Parts and Knowleig 
-neither. You /ee your Calling Brethren. 

2. Manat belt is but a Worm, he is 
#but a poor. dark-fighred Creature, we 
*(faith the Apoſtle ) knew but in part: 
i 2. Man at be!t with all his Acc&m- 
»pliſhmencs, is attended. with Weaknels,, 
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and carries atout with him, a Body of Ban 
Sin end Death. Rom. 7. Ve 
4, Manat beſt with all his Hewenly he 
Graces, hath but ſmall Skill, and ſhort Is 
Experiences. | 

5. Man at beſt is ſubje& to great fea 
Diſcouragements, and lyable to many IN; 
grievous Temptations. D 

Secondly, 'T he difficulty of their Bu-Ybu 
fineſs, lies in the Work itſelf, the Mi- 
. niſters hnployment is hard, and no 
ways calie. . Pecauſo, 

1. "Tis a Myſterious V Vork, what 
Mylicries are greater than thoſe a Mt 
nilier isto ſtudy, and dive into ? Without 
Centrowerſy, great is the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs. 1 1 wn. 3. 16. But we ſpeak the 
Wiſdom of God in a Myftery, even thi 
bidden Wiſdom ' 1 Cor. 2. 7. 

That which the moſt wiſe, and 
knowing in the ſame Art, can reach 
or underſtand but part of, muſt needs 
+ be a great-Mvſtery ; but fo it is here, þv 
for the Apoſtles who had the greateſt} 
and cleareſt Knowledge of theſe My-Ja 
_ ſteries, as any ever had in the V Vorld ite 
,yetdeclare, they knew but in part, andy 
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aw but in part, darkly as through a Glaſs. * 
wer. 12, 9. 12. *Tis fuch a Myltery, chat 
 Bbe that thinks be knows any thing, knows 
tmothing, as be cught to knew. 
VV hat a Myſcery is that of the In- 

t carnation of our Lord Jeſus? That the 
/ {Nature of Man ſhould be joined to the 

Divine Nature of God, arid both make 
-Ybut one Chriſt. | 
-+. What a Myſtery is there in the Do6- 
o fearine of Faith? 1. That a Man ſhould 

70 out of himſelf, and be carried above 
t himſelf, to believe things impeffible to 
- I Man's Natural Reaſon, that he ſhould 
t [ſeek for Juſiification,'by the Righteouſ: 
- Ineſs and Obedience of another; for a 
I Man ( as one would think ) to have. 
great ftore of Holyneſs, and good 
Works, and yet throw it ( as it wete) 
dall away, and be dead to it.in point of 
- Truſt, and Dependance, is to Natural 
C 


f 


Men a ſtrange Myſtery. 2. To believe. 
when every thing is oppoſite to it: To 
{Work for Life, and oppoſe ſome Sin, 
/-fa Natural Man' is ready to do ; but 
1:Kto believe in Chriſt, for Life and Ho6- 

neſs, to rely on his Doings, his Works 


3 —- 


. 


\ 
r 


* that che moſt {ſtrong in Grace and V 
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his Merits; this the Heart of Man can'tÞ* 
underſtand, but is naturally averſe to; 
nay, and Satan alſo oppolſeth it, andſ 


the World -mocks at it, and accounts it 
Fooliſhnefs. 3. ThataMan ſhould belicve 


( 
( 


5 r 
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' .andnot-ſce ; nay, believe as Abrehampiit 


did, in hope, againſt hope is a MyliteryÞc 
Yet, may be there are ſome greaterÞ 
Myſteries than this which a Miniſter ip/ 
to Study; in reſpe&t of Chriſt the MeJp* 
diator; - his Work, Offices, G!orioug# 
Covenant,Ordinances,and Providencapea 
of God-inttie World, and therefore hippe 
V York is a difficult V Vork. pal 
2. *Tis difficult, in that-it calls faying 
the greateſt Care and Exatneſs imagyiie 
nable,. every thing muſt be done aceot ue 
ding, tothe Holy Pattern ſet by Chrilja 
inthe. Goſpel, there muſt 'be no ad{We 
ding to, no diminiſhing from, nor alf'-4 
tering of any thing in the leaſt, with? 
out eternal hazard and UJanger. 1 
2. Tis. difficule- and very hard wit 
that it calls for the greateſt ſtrength 2 


.dbm can arrive unto, it.requires all th©we 


Powers of the whole Soul to be ejf® 
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terced or put forth to a right Diſcharg® 
.[thereof. | | 
i} 4- It calls not only for all\eur 
thtrength, bur alſo all our Time and Di- 
elligence; a ſlothful or Idle Perſon is not 

tht to be a Miniſter, tis a work that muſt. *? 
be followed continually, let the times ' 
[be what they will; Preach the Word, be - 
li/tant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, re- 
elprove, exhort, with all long Suffering, and 
wheftrine ; be not Slothful, bur Diligent, 
ar no Faces, regard no Threats, re- 
pe&t no Mans Perſon, reprove all 1m- 
partially, be no fawning nor flatter- 
ating Preacher ; nor like thoſe who ra- 
er vent their own Paſſion, than per- 
xlue the end of Inſtruction, and Refor- 
mation. of Souls ; and this js a hard _ 
4Work to do. | 
#5. *Tis difficult Work, in reſpe& of 
the oppoſition thatis made againſt them, 
and 3 Grand Obſtrudtions they meer 
INAL., 
thi” 1. From their own Hearts, the Fleſh 
ii weak, tho the Spirit indeed 'is willinf, 
hiWany times, that it is ready to ſay with. 
er, Maſter, pity thy ſelf ; Why dolt” 
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} thou ſpend thy Time, thy Strength, 

and ware out thy poor Body at *thiz 
\ fort? Leſs may do, &c. A 
Befides, The Heart of a Miniſter |®* 
(who is ſenſible of the Nature of higit< 
Work,) cauſes him oft to tremble, inf. 

Confideration of his Unfitneſs, and 
Unworthineſs for ſuch a ſacred Under- 
taking and Imployment. 24 
2. From Sin, in-dwelling Sin, and" 
other Humane Frailties;. alas, they are*P! 
Men of like Paſſion and InfirmitiaP® 
with others. W 
3. From Satan, he is an ImplacableF** 
Enemy to them, and to their Work; 
hence he raiſes up all the Oppoſitionſ, 
againſt them imaginable, to hinder 
-them in their Bufineſs, or take them oflf 
of it, or make them Remiſs and Neg” 
ligent in doing it, we are not lonoran” 
(faith Paul ) of bu devices. 2 Cor. 2. 110" 

4. From the World, 1. by Reproache 7 

and Contradictions of Ungodly Meng > 
2. By Hereticks and Falſe-Teacher 1 
with theſe they are forc'd to fight, andſſ** 
| | Many times are hard put to it, as Fae 
when he ingaged thoſe evil Beaſts 7" 
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7 Laſtly, By Perſecutor:, allways the 

eat of this Battle falls upon Chrilts 
oor Miniſters; they are the Mark 

heſe wicked Archers ſhost at ; hence 
hey like Paul are oft in Bonds, and Pri- 
dners for Chrilt's ſake. 

Now, put all theſe things together, 
and is it not needful ( think you ) that 
your poor Miniſters be thought upon, 
and incouraged by.you, as Chriſt hath 
ppointed ? But weſhall ſay no-more, » 
aly, conclude all with one V Vord to. 
ur Fellow Labowrers. Brethren, let us. 
trivetodouble our Diligence,arid ſhew 
| all the fenſe of the greatneſs of our 
"(york is ypon our Spirits; and tho we 
. ſhave not that i incouragement frog.the 
dPcople that God has Ordained ; yet, re- 
| In ember we ſerve a good Maſter: Be- 
*Ides, a Neceflity is laid upon us, we 
4 muſt Preach the Goſpel; and let us, 
contented, with that State- and 

{Fortion we meet with in the Warld ; 
«1,5 Our great Buſineſs to approve our 
zlves the Miniſters of Chriſt, in Le 
SPonrs, 53 Watchings, in Faſtings, by Pare- 

ſent _—_ 7 the Holy Gboſt,, yy 
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Love. unfeigned, by the Word of Truth ” 
by the Power of God, by the Armour 
Righteouſneſs, on the Right Hand, and 
on the Left ; by Honowr,and Diſhonour ; ; 
by ewil Report, and good Report, 2 CorÞ.- 
6. 5,6,7, 8. Poſſibly, we may be re- 
proached, and ſenfured for what we 
have done, and ſaid, in this ſmall Tra « 
*-. But ſhould it be ſo, we matter it not 
” - fince we have the Teſtimony of ourſ 
- Conſciences, *hat our Deſign is theh- 

Glory of God, and the promoting hi 

Bleſſed Goſpel in the Nation, and the 

good of his poor Churches ; and alſo, 
becauſe we know we have the 
fare Word of God to confirm the 
Truth of what we plead for: V Vhere 
fore, whilſt we make it appear to al, 
'tis not the Hire, the V Vages, &c. that 
we aim at, but contrariwiſe, the Ho- 
nour of the ever blefled God, and to 

VVitnels to the San&tion of every one| 
” of his Juſt and moſt Holy Precepts, w 

cannot be without Peace in our own 

Souls. A | 


ed NALS. 


